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Last Sunday’s passage was
PHENOMENAL, but this one is AWESOME

» Last Sunday’s » Today’s passage
passage was is AWESOME, in
PHENOMENAL, an intense, scary
with massively sort of way, but
inspiring words afterall, itis the 4th
for us. warning passage.

In order for us to understand this passage
correctly, we will need to be certain that
we look at this passage in context.
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1. Chapter 2 The danger of drifting away

2. Chapters 3-4 The danger of not entering
into God'’s rest

3. Chapters 5-6 The danger of not going
on to maturity

4. Chapter 10  The danger of willful sin<

5. Chapter 12  The danger of indifference
to the point of denial

The believer’s salvation can never be lost, &

our heavenly blessings & position are fixed &
untouchable, butthe dangers as we go are real.
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The readers
of this letter are believers

» Seeing how intense
this passage & the
other four warning
passages are, some
say that the readers
of this letter are
‘almost believers’
or ‘only professing’
or ‘about to lose
their salvation’.

‘Holy brethren’
(Hebrews 3:1)

& ‘brethren’
(Hebrews 3:12;
10:19) say these
are believers.

‘We’ or ‘us’, so as

to include the author
of this letter, is used
more that 80 times.
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Salvation cannot be lost

» This very letter * We are told about
says that salvation the identification
cannot be lost, but truths in numerous
there are dangers. places in the New

« Elsewhere we have  Testament, but
gone over the many  never the undoing

passages that say of them.
that our salvation « John 10:28 states
cannot be lost, but clearly that we can’t

there are dangers. be ‘unsaved’.
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Jesus is therefore saying that eternal life is
something He gives constantly to His sheep,
and that there is not even the slightest possibility
that they can lose that eternal life so as to perish
in hell, even of their own doing, and no other
outside entity can remove those sheep from His
hand, those to whom He constantly gives life.
The saving work of Christ is therefore continually
giving us eternal life that cannot be lost of our
own doing, nor by that of another.

Verse 29 even takes that one step further, with
Christ saying that His sheep were given to Him
by the Father, and they cannot be taken out of
the Father's hand either.
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A believer who is deeply &/or chronically
off-track risks intense consequences

» From the history & + Some will be saved

letters of the New eternally, but will
Testament, we see lose all crowns

that even though & rewards (1

the grace of God Corinthians

is amazing, the 3:10-15).
consequences of « Paul turned a

a believer going few over to Satan
off track can be (1 Corinthians 5:3-5;

substantial. 1 Timothy 1:18-20).
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According to the grace of God which was given to
me, like a wise master builder | laid a foundation,
and another is building on it. But each man must
be careful how he builds onit. 11 For no man can
lay a foundation other than the one which is laid,
which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man builds on
the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones,
wood, hay, straw, 13 each man's work will become
evident; for the day will show it because it is to be
revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the
quality of each man's work. 14 If any man's work
which he has built on it remains, he will receive a
reward. 15 If any man's work is burned up, he will
suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as
through fire.
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For I, on my part, though absent in body

but present in spirit, have already judged him
who has so committed this, as though | were
present. 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus, when
you are assembled, and | with you in spirit, with
the power of our Lord Jesus, 5 | have decided
to deliver such a one to Satan for the
destruction of his flesh, so that his spirit

may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.
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This command | entrust to you, Timothy,

my son, in accordance with the prophecies
previously made concerning you, that by them
you fight the good fight, 19 keeping faith and

a good conscience, which some have rejected
and suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith.
20 Among these are Hymenaeus and
Alexander, whom | have handed over to Satan,
so that they will be taught not to blaspheme.
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It is even possible that
a believer's life will be taken

» Ananias & Sapphira + 1 John 5:16-17
had their lives taken says that there is
for lying to the Holy a sinning to death.

Spirit (Acts 5:1-11).  « This is taken as a

* In Corinth, some physical death upon
had died for taking a believer by God’s
the Lord’s Table in choice, as the most

an unworthy manner  gracious option for
(1 Corinthians 11:30).  a sinning believer...

...and for the wellbeing of the body of Christ.
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Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the
cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall
be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord.
28 But a man must examine himself, and in so
doing he is to eat of the bread and drink of the
cup. 29 For he who eats and drinks, eats and
drinks judgment to himself if he does not judge
the body rightly. 30 For this reason many among
you are weak and sick, and a number sleep. 31
But if we judged ourselves rightly, we would not
be judged. 32 But when we are judged, we are
disciplined by the Lord so that we will not be
condemned along with the world.
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Let’s consider, hypothetically, as if
we’re still under the Law of Moses

* Verses 26, 27 & 28 + Under the Law

are hypothetical of Moses sins of
statements. one’s ignorance

« Ifthe readers of this ~ were dealt with
letter are thinking by sacrifices
that they need to (Leviticus
have Jesus & the 4:2; 5:15).
sacrificial system » But the willful
under Moses, then sins brought death

follow the logic... (Exodus 22:19, 20).
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If a believer is going to
step back under the Law of Moses

+ If a believer is going + Sins that are open,

to step back under willful & rebellious
the Law of Moses, are dealt with by
then there are but stoning the one
two ways to deal who sins.
with sins: « And God may deal
» Sins of ignorance with the sinner or
are dealt with by sinners by taking
the sacrifices, but... physical life away.

Exodus 22:19, 20; Leviticus 20:9-19; 24:11-17
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Stepping back under
the Law of Moses is sin

* The author of the
book of Hebrews is
telling his readers
that stepping back
under the Law of
Mosesis sininitself,
& Moses’ sacrificial
system is not going
to deal with the sins

that are willful & open.

» Willful & open sin,
under the Law of
Moses, calls for
death, either by
stoning, or by
God Himself
taking the life
or lives of the
sinner or sinners
directly — life ended.
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A single witness shall not rise up against a man

on account of any iniquity or any sin which he has
committed; on the evidence of two or three witnesses
a matter shall be confirmed. 16 If a malicious witness
rises up against a man to accuse him of wrongdoing,
17 then both the men who have the dispute shall
stand before the Lord, before the priests and the
judges who will be in office in those days. 18 The
judges shall investigate thoroughly, and if the withess
is a false withess and he has accused his brother
alsely, 19 then you shall do to him just as he had
intended to do to his brother. Thus you shall purge
he evil from among you. 20 The rest will hear and

be afraid, and will never again do such an evil thing
among you. 21 Thus you shall not show pity: life for
ife,feye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot
or foot.
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This verse is about Israelites
taking the life of a fellow Israelite

¢ The Law of Moses, e Therewasto

in Deuteronomy be consistent
17:2-7 & 19:15-21, testimony from two
gavethe conditions or three witnesses
for bringing a death - not just one.
sentence againsta .+ And false testimony
fellow Israelite. could bring death.

Showing any pity or mercy
was breaking the Law of Moses.
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How much severer punishment
do you think he will deserve who:

* has trampled under foot the Son of God, and

* has regarded as unclean the blood of the
covenant by which he was sanctified, and

* has insulted the Spirit of grace?

Look at the intensity of the verbs: ‘trampled
under foot’, ‘regarded as unclean’, ‘insulted’.
If a believer who is in the body of Christ

pursues living under the Law of Moses in
whole or in part, that’s his message to God.
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Going back to the Law is backsliding
» Going back to the » Going back to the

sacrificial system sacrificial system
for these Christian says that Christ’s
believers of Jewish death for our sins
ethnicity is not a was ineffective -

step forward, but is but it was the only
serious backsliding. effective sacrifice.

Going back to the sacrificial system says,

inthe metaphor tramples under foot’, that
Christ’s sacrifice isn’t superior, but inferior.
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Here’s why going back
to the Law of Moses is gross sin
* The tablets of the * The tablets of the

ten commandments ten commandments
were givento Moses  were not given so

so that the tablets that we could just
could be put in the follow the ten &
ark of the covenant. ignore the rest.

Going back to the Law of Moses,
in whole or in any part, is an affront to
the Father, & the Son & the Holy Spirit.



[image: image21.png]All 613 individual The ‘ten’
— T .

commandments il . commandments
in the Law \\
of Moses \

Deciding
to keep ten
commandments S The other 603

means breaking 603\\"1 commandments
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Sign up for one & you’'ve signed up
for all 613, break one & you've broken it all

» The Law of Moses  + If a person signs up

was meant to be for one, they've
followed entirely signed up for
(Deuteronomy all of the laws
27:1; 31:5; (Galatians
32:46). 5:3).

If a person breaks just one law, they have broken
the whole Law of Moses (James 2:10, “For
whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles
in one point, he has become guilty of all.”)
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The blood of the covenant
by which he was sanctified

* Let’s expand & * The word that is
explain these translated ‘'sanctified’
words: is in a form which

» The blood that says that the one
confirmed the who is regarding
New Covenant Christ’s blood as
with Israel & also unclean has been
which paid the price  sanctified in the
for our sins so that past, so that is the

we are sanctified. backslider’s position.
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[image: image25.png]e Christ died for our

From ‘33 Hebrews 8:7-13' g .
sins — in our place.

Ataminimum... . Christ's death made
the devil powerless.
« Thereareatleast ~ * Christ's death
six things that confirmed Israel’s
happened on New Covenant.
the cross as * Christ paid the
Christ was bride price for us.
crucified & « Christ paid the price
died that day, of a slave or flock.

m.add‘”qrc‘j :0 ”t‘ﬁ . We were identified
Ings said to other with His crucifixion

people onthatday: g yith His death.



[image: image26.png]Every person on < Christ died for our
the planet for all time  sins — in our place.

Every person « Christ’s death made
who believes  the devil powerless.

Israel « Christ's death
confirmed Israel’s
New Covenant.

Church « Christ paid the
bride price for us.

Church « Christ paid the price
of a slave or flock.

Church < We were identified
with His crucifixion
From ‘33 Hebrews 8:7-13’ & with His death.
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Spirit of grace
» The Holy Spirit » The Holy Spirit has
is, by His eternally graciously placed
consistent nature, every believer into
gracious. the body of Christ (1

e The gracious Ho|y Corinthians 1213)
Spirit was promised + The Holy Spirit has
to the church on the graciously revealed
night in which Christ  the truths about
was betrayed (John Christ’s death
chapters 14, 15, 16). for each of us.
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If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at
peace with all men. 19 Never take your own
revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath
of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine,

| will repay,"” says the Lord.

This is from Deuteronomy 32:35 & Psalm 94.
In this Romans passage, the message is
that believers should not take their own

revenge, but let the Lord bring justice.




[image: image29.png]Hebrews 10:30-31

Even under grace,
God’s judgment can be intense & extreme

e The Lord can, at
His discretion, bring
some rather intense
judgments upon a
believer, & even
under grace the
Lord can even
decide to take
the physical life
of the believer.

Yes, the Lord

may even take a
Christian believer
home ‘early’, &
that will be for the
benefit of the body
of Christ & the
unbelieving world.

Even in that, God is
immensely gracious.
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God’s grace is still amazing!

¢ Even the believer ¢ Even the believer

who goes off-track who goes off-track
badly enough to be badly enough to be
taken home early taken home early
still has his eternal will be conformed to
position in Christ, the image of Christ,
& is saved eternally & will have a body
& will forever be like His & will be
with the Lord. like Him forever.

Yes, God’s grace is still amazing & always will be.
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