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These Jewish believers have a history!

» After they believed -+ It was difficult

(they had all been enough socially &
enlightened), these economically to be
Jewish believers Jewish in a Gentile
endured great land, but then to
sufferings. believe in Christ...

The Gentile Roman government had begun
its first wave of persecution against Christians

under Emperor Nero, but to then be ostracized
by fellow Jews was even tougher to handle!
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Remember the former days

* In the earlier times
when these Hebrew
believers first faced
all the economic &
social consequenc-
es of being both
ethnically Jewish &
spiritually Christian,
life was really,
really tough.

At first the Jews
persecuted the
Christians, but
under Nero the
Romans persecuted
the Christians, too.

But these believers
endured & remained
steadfast through
it all, for awhile...
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But remember the former days,
when, after being enlightened,

you endured a great conflict of sufferings, 33

partly by being made a public spectacle
through reproaches and tribulations, and

partly by becoming sharers with
those who were so treated.

The word for ‘great conflict’ is athlesis, as
in a boxing or wrestling match, & the word

for ‘public spectacle’ is literally ‘theatricized’.
Seeing what these believers went through
was quite a show —really something to watch!
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hearing

tasting

smelling

feeling

The five senses in the physical realm
have an ‘analog’ in the spiritual realm:

Hebrews 2:9; Heb. 12:2[11:10, 26, 27]
“‘we see Him”; “looking unto Jesus”

Hebrews 5:11-14, [3:7,15; 4:7]
“dull of hearing...”

Hebrews 6:4, 5 [2:9]
“tasted of the heavenly gift...
tasted the good word of God”

2 Corinthians 2:14-16
“the sweet aroma
of the knowledge of Him”

Ephesians 4:19,
“being past feeling”
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realm is written about in Hebrews:

» Hebrews 2:9; Heb. 12:2[11:10, 26, 27]

S€eING™ e see HiM”; “looking unto Jesus”

* Enlightened, as in Hebrews 6:4 & 10:32, is in
reference to having been given spiritual sight,
which is what God does when a person
believes. The unbeliever does not have
spiritual sight, & in fact is in darkness as

part of the unbelievers position outside of
Christ: 2 Corinthians 4:4; Ephesians 5:8.
But these ethnically Jewish believers had
been enlightened — given the capacity for
spiritual sight by God Himself.
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Reproaches, tribulations & sharing

* Reproaches: » Tribulations:
multiple disgracing multiple pressing
public taunting & & distressing events
rebuking designed & ongoing difficult
to thoroughly conditions were
shame the brought upon
believers. these believers.

But these believers voluntarily shared in these

sufferings with one another, jointly partaking
& fellowshipping in these many sufferings!
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For you
showed sympathy to the prisoners and
accepted joyfully the seizure of your property,

knowing that you have for yourselves
a better possession and
a lasting one.

This verse gets explicit about the kinds
of tribulations these believers had gone
through! When one of their number went

to prison just for being a believer, the others
were openly sympathetic, & they joyfully
accepted the seizure of their property!
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Knowing...

» Knowing, by faith » And the knowing is
in the revealed about our spiritual
spiritual facts, is position & eternal
something that we relationship now, &
believers can do the certain & fixed
that the world hope we have to
doesn’t under- see Christ face to
stand at all. face, & be like Him.

What we have spiritually is ‘better’ & ‘lasting’,
& nobody on this planet can take it away.
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* As human beings, < But the biblical
we can get each sequence is 1)
of these in varying spiritual facts, as
priority & sequence. spelled out in God’s

« Feelings of various ~ Word, 2) faith in
kinds can be very those revealed
intense & the world ~ Spiritual facts, 3)
has been screaming ~ feelings that follow
for us to trust our — not feelings that
feelings sinceWwil.  lead (world’s idea).
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Do not throw away your confidence

» The word for ‘throw + Having confidence
away’ was used for comes from know-

throwing cargo ing, & the author of
overboard into Hebrews urges that
the sea, as in they not throw con-
Acts 27:18. fidence overboard.

After having endured steadfastly in the face of
great trials, these believers had retrogressed

to the point that they were about to go
back to Israel’s temple sacrifices.




[image: image12.png]Biblical Crowns & Rewards

Five Crowns™:

* Victor's Crown: 1 Corinthians 9:25

* Church Founder’s Crown: 1 Thessalonians
2:19,20

» Rapture Lover's Crown: 2 Timothy 4.8

» Elder’s Crown for Service: 1 Peter 5:2-4

 Trial Crown: James 1:12; Revelation 2:104

Three Rewards:

» Solid Foundation Reward: 1 Corinthians 3:14
» Voluntary Service Reward: 1 Corinthians 9:17
« Inheritance Reward: Colossians 3:23,24

*stefanos = victor's crown in athletic competition
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But remember the former days, when, after
being enlightened, you endured+
a great conflict of sufferings...

Hebrews 10:35-36

Therefore, do not throw away your confidence,
which has a great reward. 36 For you have
need of endurance++, so that when you have
done the will of God, you may receive what
was promised.

+ endured: an action of bearing under trial
++ endurance: a quality of bearing under trail
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So what is the will of God?

» The Bible tells us » But this passage

about the will of tells us that the will
God in many ways of God is enduring
& in many places. under trials.

But enduring under trials will not seem like a
good bargain unless we see spiritually God’s
purpose in trials, the eternal value of them,

that trials are not always God'’s discipline & are
never punishment, &that all of our eternity will
be made better by enduring under the trial.
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» God’s moral will is
revealed in Scripture &
is intended to be lived
by the life of Christ.

* God’s individual will
consists mostly of
learning to make wise
decisions, with godly
wisdom rather than
worldly wisdom.
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Anticipation is a motivation

» Christ is coming * Why does the

back for us, & author of Hebrews
this passage make reference to
encourages us Christ’s coming

to view the time back for us?

until His coming + Because Christ's
back for us (the coming for us is to
rapture of the be a motivator for
church) as a enduring faithfully

very little while. under trial.
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My righteous one shall live by faith

e This verse is drawn < "l have been crucified
from Habakkuk 2:4, with Christ; and it is

& it has application no longer | who live,
to salvation by faith but Christ lives in me;
as well as how we and the life which |
live, once we have now live inthe flesh
been saved. | live by faith in the

« Galatians 2:20 is a Son of God, who
verse that conveys loved me and gave

this truth: Himself up for me."
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But my righteous one
shall live by faith;
And if he shrinks back,
my soul has no pleasure in him. 39
----Butwearenot--------—-——----
of those who shrink back
to destruction,
but of those who have faith
to the preserving of the soul.

We obtained salvation, as God’s provision,
by faith, & in that we have our eternal position.
We are called to live, in our moment by
moment condition, according to our eternal
position. I'swhowe are as believersin Christ.
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