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Faith: essential for
our salvation & for our walk

» For our initial » For our ongoing
salvation, faith is walk, once having
absolutely essential: been saved, faith is

« We are justified by absolutely essential,
faith (Romans 3:28;  for we walk by faith,
Galatians 2:16). not by physical sight

but rather we walk
by spiritual sight
(2 Corinthians 5.7,
Hebrews 12:2).

» We are saved by
grace through faith
(Ephesians 2:8).
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Faith is universal, not just ‘religious’

* Human beings » Even the so-called
place their faith scientific materialist
somewhere — places his faith in all
that is the nature the presuppositions
of human beings. of modern science.

But the Christian believer has placed his
faith in Christ, the Son of God, who has

died for his sins, & has been buried
& who rose again on the 3 day.
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What faith isn’t & is

¢ Faith is not:

* believing something
you know isn’t true.

* meritorious — faith
counted as ‘spiritual
points’ with God.

» something we
add to what God
is also contributing.

claiming something
on pure presumption
& then expecting
God to fulfill that
presumption.

a blind leap.

Faith is dependence
on God’s revelation,
accomplishments, &
declared resources.
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Now faith is:
the assurance of things hoped for,+
the conviction of things not seen.+

+ These two lines of verse 1 are a Hebrew
poetry pattern, that is, “the conviction of things
not seen” is intended to be a restatement of
“the assurance of things hoped for”. Together

they help us understand what the author of
Hebrews is about to give us as examples
of this kind of faith among a number of

Old Testament saints.
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Assurance

» Assuranceisa + A title deed gives
word that was a person certainty
used for various that the property is
things in New actually owned by
Testamenttimes, that person —it is
including a title not wishful thinking
deedto property. or just a feeling.

Further, the person who holds the title
deed has the confidence to act on it
& to behave like an owner would.
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Hoped for

* In the same way » So this kind of faith
that the kind of faith has full assurance &
that the author of a title deed kind of
Hebrews is writing certainty regarding
about has certainty, the spiritually-based
the hope in verse 1 things that are hoped
isahopethatis quite  for confidently, even
certain & not just a though those things

hope of possibilities cannot be seen with
& probabilities. physical eyes.
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Conviction of things not seen

» Conviction in this * When we have
context has nothing a fixed hope with
to do with crimes & certainty for some-

the courtroom, but thing that is not yet
rather to do with visible or reality, we
being convinced are willing to act on
of something to the sure hope, even
the point of though we’ve never
certainty. seen it fulfilled before.

Biblical faith is the opposite of an optical illusion.




[image: image10.png]» With an optical illusion, you can’t believe
what your eyes are seeing.

» But with biblical faith, you can believe what
your eyes aren’t seeing.

Biblical faith is the opposite of an optical illusion.
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All kinds of people
have all kinds of faith...

+ All kinds of people  + But biblical faith is
have all kinds of placed in who God
faith in an astound- is & what God has
ing array of things said & what He has
& people & spiritual done & is doing &
entities of different will do because He
kinds... said so in His word.

And biblical faith has a certainty that
seems inexplicable because it hopes with
certainty for what has never been seen.
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The old ones

* The ‘men of old’,
or literally, ‘the
oldones’, are Old
Testament saints,
both Gentile &
Jewish.

» We will take a look
at ‘the old ones’ as
we proceed through
Hebrews chapter 11.

These ‘old ones’ are
not all men, & they
will likely include
some surprises.

One thing we will
also see is that
living by faith
often did not
make life easy,
but made it hard.
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The ‘old ones’ gained approval

» This part of the » Though we live in
verse tells us that different times, &
God approved of we have much more
the faith of these revealed to us than
Old Testament the old ones did,
saints. what is done by

+ We're going to find faith is still what
out that God did not ~ God approves

approve of every- in the life of
thing they did. the believer.
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By faith we understand

» By faith in the * Included in that
written word of God statement is the
we understand that creation of plants
the spoken word of & animals.

God brought the + God created male

physical world & female humans,
into existence. as well...

The creation of a male & a female human
was a matter of speaking between the
persons of the Godhead —the Trinity.
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There’s the word of God & there’s
the Word of God & there’s the word of God

» The word (logos) of + The Word (Jogos)
God that is written of God who is the
is the Bible Living One is Christ
(Hebrews 4:12). (Revelation 19:13).

But the word (rhema) of God in this
verse is the spoken word of God.

When God created He spoke things
into existence.
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3 Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light.
6 Then God said, "Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters...
9 Then God said, " Let the waters below the heavens...
11 Then God said, "Let the earth sprout vegetation...
14 Then God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens...

20 Then God said, "Let the waters teem with swarms of living creatures,
and let birds fly above the earth in the open expanse of the heavens."

24 Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures.
26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image...

Creation by speaking in Psalm 33:6-9
6 By the word of the Lord the heavens were made,
And by the breath of His mouth all their host.
7 He gathers the waters of the sea together as a heap;
He lays up the deeps in storehouses.
8 Let all the earth fear the Lord;
Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.
9 For He spoke, and it was done;
He commanded, and it stood fast.
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OK... what's eternal?

* In the Greek pagan + But Genesis 1,

world the universe supported by the
was often thought rest of Scripture,
of as eternal, & the has the God of the
Greek gods might Bible as eternal,
come & go. creating a physical
« Some modern day world that has a

cosmologists think beginning; 2 Peter
this world is eternal, ~ 3:10 & Revelation

but deny God. 21:1 have it ending.
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God, in the spiritual realm, is
the source of the physical realm

« We understand, « We understand that,
from the word of not from science,
God, that God, in but from faith in the
the spiritual realm, revealed facts, the
is the source of word of God itself,
everything in the by which God
physical realm. revealed it.

That is why the apostle Paul, when he
spoke to unbelievers in both Acts 14 &
Acts 17, took them back to Genesis 1-11.
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All viewpoints on origins
are also based on faith

* All scientists * Those scientists
hold to ten basic who study the
presuppositions that  unrecorded past
are the foundation have additional
of all science that scientifically
cannot be proven unverifiable
by observation or presuppositions
by logic. about the past.

All science is based on faith, & some
fields of science require even more faith!
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Faith versus doubt?
« What about faith < But faith needs to

versus doubt — end up being the
what if someone kind of faith that
is having doubts? brings assurance
« Scripture itself has & conviction, so
examples of doubts ~ as to be a faith of
& even opposition, trust & of aCt.Ion,
but faith can hold based on a fixed

up to close scrutiny. & certain hope.
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