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Principles of Progressive Revelation &
Verses to Progress Through This Morning

» As we begin our » As we begin our
way through this way through this
great hall of faith great hall of faith
there are four we will examine
great principles four verses that
of progressive will provide great
revelation that insights into the
can guide our nature of faith &
understanding into the saints of

of all of the Bible. the Old Testament.
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In summary, the Bible is composed of 66 books,
written by about 40 authors, almost all of whom
were Jewish, over a period of about 1500 years.
It is that last statement that we want to focus
upon now.

God did not do an instant ‘flash’ revelation where
He gave all of what He wished to reveal at one
point in time. Instead, God revealed Himself
over time, writing through human authors by
means of the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16-17;

2 Peter 1:20-21).

Also, a principle is either the way things work
or a fundamental truth, & in this case it is both.
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As we proceed through the Bible chronologically,
we can ask the question at various points in time,
“What had God revealed to mankind up to this
point?” as well as, “What would God reveal later
that is not revealed to mankind up to this point?”

Principle 2 — What do we know about the future?

Progressive prophesy is also revealed in the
Bible. As we proceed through the Bible chron-
ologically, we can ask the question at various
points in past time, “What had God prophesied
up to this point?” as well as, “WWhat would God
prophesy in the future that is not revealed to
mankind up to this point?” & “What fulfillment of
prophesy is revealed up to this point?
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Then there is also progressive revelation about
the past. We’re told, for example, about Adam &
death in the early chapters of Genesis, but we'’re
not told that all mankind is ‘in Adam’ & therefore
all die until 1 Corinthians 15:22. We’'re told about
Moses leading the Israelites under the cloud &
through the sea in Exodus chapters 14 & 15. But
we’re not told that the Israelites were baptized into
Moses until 1 Corinthians 10:2. The directions
about the Passover lamb are given in Exodus 12,
but 1 Corinthians 5:7 says explicitly that Christ is
our Passover who has been sacrificed. Exodus
17 tells about how God, through Moses, gave the
Israelites water from the rock. But 1 Corinthians
10:4 tells us that the rock was Christ.
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Revelation is progressive until it is complete.

The Old Testament revelation was progressive
until the last prophet wrote, which was Malachi,
written about 450 to 430 BC. Any attempt to add
to the 39 Old Testament books was false on one
or more levels, since the line of Old Testament
prophets had ended. The Apocrypha includes a
number of those false revelations.

The New Testament revelation was progressive
until the last book was written by the apostle
John: The Book of Revelation. Any attempt

to add to those 27 books is false.
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Now the man [Adam] had relations with his wife Eve, and she
conceived and gave birth to Cain, and she said, "l have gotten
a manchild with the help of the Lord." 2 Again, she gave birth
to his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of flocks, but Cain
was a tiller of the ground. 3 So it came about in the course of
time that Cain brought an offering to the Lord of the fruit of the
ground. 4 Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his
flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel
and for his offering; 5 but for Cain and for his offering He had
no regard. So Cain became very angry and his countenance
fell. 6 Then the Lord said to Cain, "Why are you angry? And
why has your countenance fallen? 7 If you do well, will not
your countenance be lifted up? And if you do not do well, sin
is crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but you must
master it." 8 Cain told Abel his brother. And it came about
when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel

his brother and killed him.
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Questions, questions, questions

* When Adam * When Cain had
had sinned, God killed Abel, God
asked Adam & asked Cain even
Eve questions. more questions.

* When Abel’s » God’s questions
sacrifice was were not because
accepted & Cain’s God didn’t know the
was not accepted, answer, but to draw
God asked Cain humans to consider

questions. & respond to truth.
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A new insight into the sacrifice
by Abel & the sacrifice by Cain
» Ourreading of just  + But this verse tells

Genesis 4:1-8 might  us that underlying
lead us to think that what was sacrificed,

the issue with Abel the deeper & most
& with Cain was all significant issue
about what was was really faith
sacrificed. in God.

So the real issues in life are not about
the surface things that we see & feel, but
the real & deeper issues are about faith.
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What faith in God does do
» Faith in God places + Faith in God looks

one’s confidence, to who God is, &
trust, dependence, what God has done,
hope, & spiritual is doing & will do
focus on Him. in the future.

But all of God’s ‘whoing & doing’ © does
not mean that you & | are to just ‘veg out’

like spiritual couch potatoes, but rather
that faith in God’s ‘whoing & doing’
turns into real spiritual action.
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What faith in God doesn’t do

» Faith in God does » Having faith in God
not make everything  so as to be written

in life easier or about & used as a
better or have a teaching point some
more pleasing thousands of years
outcome to us later in this great

in a human or hall of faith got
earthly sense. Abel killed!

As we will see in the next verse, faith
in God might shorten your life on earth!
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Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two years, and
became the father of Enoch. 19 Then Jared lived
eight hundred years after he became the father of
Enoch, and he had other sons and daughters. 20
So all the days of Jared were nine hundred and
sixty-two years, and he died.

21 Enoch lived sixty-five years, and became the
father of Methuselah. 22 Then Enoch walked with
God three hundred years after he became the father
of Methuselah, and he had other sons and daughters.
23 So all the days of Enoch were three hundred and
sixty-five years. 24 Enoch walked with God; and he
was not, for God took him.
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Enoch walked with God

* There are two * Enoch was born
places in Genesis & lived & married &
that say that a had children like all
person walked with the others in the
God - this is the 1st. genealogies.

* Regarding Enoch, * But he is the only
it says twice that one whose life was

he walked with God.  ‘short’ — 365 years!

But it is why his life was short
that matters the most.
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Enoch: God took him

» All the other people + These two events in
in Genesis died, but the Old Testament
with Enoch, it says have a similarity in
that ‘God took him’. the New Testament:

« The only thing atall  the Rapture of the

similar in the entire Church (those who
Old Testament is believe in Christ).
the taking up of * This will take place
Elijah (recorded in the future (though

in 2 Kings 2:1-14). | hope it’s today!).
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Let’s talk about walk

» Towalk is an + |t is the living out
individual ordering moment by moment
of one’s life, step by of a person’s
step, based on a spiritual standing
spiritual position. before God.

So Enoch walked with God by faith —
the step by step ordering of his life was

based on a close fellowship with God,
founded on a relationship with God
that also came out of faith in God.
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And without faith it is impossible to please Him,
[Faithis essential to pleasing God - not optional]

for he who comes to God must believe that:

He is [that is, that God exists as both an
infinite being & a personal being]

and that

He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.
[the God who exists always rewards those
who seek Him with what they are seeking &
much, much more than they ever dreamed]
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Faith is like breathing — not optional

» Faith is not optional + Faith gets us to
or incidental, which & through the front

probably explains door of relationship
why everyone has with God, & faith is
faith in something how we have the
&/or someone — ongoing fellowship
God has built that with God once the
into us human relationship is

beings. established.
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Then God said to Noah, "The end of all flesh
has come before Me; for the earth is filled with
violence because of them; and behold, | am
about to destroy them with the earth. 14 Make
for yourself an ark of gopher wood...17 Behold,
[, evenlam bringing the flood of water upon the
earth, to destroy all flesh in which is the breath
of life, from under heaven; everything that is on
the earth shall perish. 18 But | will establish My
covenant with you; and you shall enter the ark-
-you and your sons and your wife, and your sons'
wives with you... 22 Thus Noah did; according
to all that God had commanded him, so he did.
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Then the Lord said to Noah, "Enter the ark,
you and all your household, for you alone |

have seen to be righteous before Me in this
time."

2 Peter 2:4-5

For if God did not spare angels when they
sinned, but cast them into hell and committed
them to pits of darkness, reserved for judg-
ment; 5 and did not spare the ancient world,
but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteous-
ness, with seven others, when He brought a
flood upon the world of the ungodly...
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By faith, Noah

» For 120 years Noah + Noah had never
followed through on seen a flood like
what God told him this flood — it is
(Genesis 6:3), & he even possible
built the ark, all the that he had not
while preaching ever seen rain
righteousness. (Genesis 2:6).

Noah believed God, though it took up a
lot of time over 120 years, & not even
one person listened to him...
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Faith might jerk your life around!

* As we saw with * Aswe saw in 11:6
Abel, faith might God will not ever be
get you killed. pleased without it!

* As we saw with * As we saw with
Enoch, faith might Noah, faith might
shorten your life! inconvenience you!

And faith is essential not only for a

person to be saved initially, but faith
is essential to an intimate walk with God.




[image: image26.png]


[image: image27.png]


[image: image28.png]


[image: image29.png]





















Holly Hills Bible Church – 46 The Book of Hebrews – March 23, 2014 
Hebrews 11:4-7 – By faith - Page 1 of 4

