[image: image1.png]For any adult with significant assets
and / or responsibility for children

* You should have + Financial Power
at least these four of Attorney &
legal documents Health Care Power
prepared & current: of Attorney if you

« Will or Living Trust, | cantcarry these out.

to tell how assets * Living Will — what
will be distributed & medical procedures
/or responsibility for should or should
children given in the not be done if you
event of your death. cannot say so.

Advance [Medical] Directive: www.caringinfo.org
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Faith Management?
» Everybodyhasfaith. < It is only a question

« Even the most of where each person
skeptica| person places their faith
who does not hold  « The word of God
to any ‘religion’ & urges that we place
may even openly our faith in God &
speak badly of in what He has
‘religion’ of any revealed to us
kind, has faith. in His word.

Where we place our faith is also where we hope.
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What is this chapter telling us?

» So this 11" chapter « We need to see
of Hebrews is telling for ourselves the

us what the faith lives of those who
that is placed in placed their faith in
God looked like & God in times past
did in the lives of a so that we can learn
number of the Old what biblical faith is
Testament saints. like, & is not like.

Biblical faith is absolutely essential in order to
be saved, & to please God, & to grow in grace.
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Abraham was called by God

» Abrahamwas called + God repeated &
from Ur by God to expanded those
gotoa place where promises until the

had never been, all end of Abraham’s
based on promises life of 175 years, &
that God made to thento Isaac & to
Abraham. Jacob as well.

For Abraham to receive the inheritance from
God he would believe God & ‘say goodbye’ to
any inheritance he had from his earthly father.
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Obeyed by going... in two steps

* We need to talk
about the word
‘obeyed’.

» The simple English
word ‘obey’ does
not get across what
the Greek word
means, & the

difference is
HUGE!

¢ The Greek word
means to listen &
place oneself under
what is heard.

» So it starts by
listening & it follows
through by deciding
to place oneself
under the content
of what is heard.
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OK, I'm going... now where is this place?

* We will say some- ¢ But for Abraham,

thing like, “If you faith meant that
don’t know where he would find the
you’re going, any answer to God’s
road will take you promise by going to
there.” the place that God

 That's because said, “...I will show
we usually start by you.” —that's all

picking the place, &  Abraham knew
then we go there. about the location!
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The nature of Abraham’s faith

« Abraham chose to
abandon the earthly
inheritance he could
see from a father he
had seen, & instead
to believe the God,
VWhom he could not
see, about a land
he’d never seen
before.

* And as Abraham
went to see the land
that God would
show him, Abraham
himself would not
enjoy the earthly
inheritance himself,
nor would his son,
Isaac, nor would
his son, Jacob.
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Abraham lived as an alien

» Abraham came into + And the permanent

the promised land camping tradition
for the first time, was passed on to
but he was an Isaac & Jacob as
alien & a well, who were also
foreigner, aliens & foreigners
living among in the land of the
the Canaanites Canaanites, for

in tents, & camping. most of their lives.

Isaac & Jacob were aliens & foreigners, too!
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Tents don’t have foundations

* Tents don’t have
foundations, which
is good, because a
person would not
want to have to
haul a foundation
around from place
to place, nor keep
building a new one
with each move.

But what this
passage reveals is
that Abraham was
not just looking at
the land that was
promised.

Abraham was also
looking for the New
Jerusalem, in the
world after this one.
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New Heaven & New Earth

» Revelation chapters + Abraham was

21 & 22 describe willing to leave the
the new Jerusalem, inheritance from the
where the new father he could see,
heaven & the trusting a God he’d
new earth all never seen about a
come together. world he’d never seen.

That means trusting God entirely for everything.
Even though about 4000 years have passed
since then, the new Jerusalem is still future.
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Then the Lord took note of Sarah as He had said,
and the Lord did for Sarah as He had promised. 2
So Sarah conceived and bore a son to Abraham
in his old age, at the appointed time of which God
had spoken to him. 3 Abraham called the name of
his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore
to him, Isaac. 4 Then Abraham circumcised his
son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God
had commanded him. 5 Now Abraham was one
hundred years old when his son Isaac was born
to him. 6 Sarah said, "God has made laughter for
me; everyone who hears will laugh with me." 7
And she said, "Who would have said to Abraham
that Sarah would nurse children? Yet | have
borne him a son in his old age."
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Sarah believes others will laugh

* In the Genesis » \We get from
21:1-7 passage, Genesis 21:1-7 that
Sarah believes that Sarah sees humor
others will laugh at in the birth of Isaac,
the thought that she but we don’t get that
would bear a child Sarah was exercis-
in Abraham’s & ing faith untilwe come
Sarah’s old age! to Hebrews 11:11.

By faith Sarah conceived, not because she was
presumptuous, but because God had promised.
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Beyond the proper time

» Sarahwas not just + God waited until
beyond the proper Sarah had lost

time, as if it was a the natural ability
matter of etiquette. to have babies in

« Her baby making order to fulfill His
system was not promise that her
Working any more, husband Abraham
& physically her would have off-
body just could not Spring as numerous

produce babies. as the stars & sand.
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God is the Promise Keeper

* Notice that it is ¢ Her faith was in Him
God who keeps —notin herself —
the promise that though it seems that
Sarah believed this was a lesson
Him for. learned over time.

Earlier Sarah had offered Abraham her
maidservant Hagar, though this was not
God’s will nor the fulfillment of God’s promise.
So God waited until the fulfillment of the
promise could only be done by God, not man.
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Therefore there was born even of one man,
and him as good as dead at that, as many
descendants as the stars of heaven in number,
and innumerable as the sand which is by the
seashore.

The English words “as good as dead” is just
one word in the Greek which means “dead”.
It is in the perfect tense, so it means dead as
a completed past action with ongoing results
on into the future, implying permanence. In
the Bible death means separation, so that
means Abraham had already been totally
separated from any sexual function.
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The Natural Seed (Physical Remnant):
All physical descendents of Abraham
Genesis 12:1-3,7

The Spiritual-Natural Seed (Spiritual Remnant):
The portion of the Natural Seed that is spiritual
because of believing God:

Isaiah 41:6; Romans 9:6; Galatians 6:16

Spiritual Seed (Gentile believers):
Believing non-physical descendents of Abraham
Galatians 3:6-9, 29

The Singular Ultimate Seed:
Jesus Christ
Genesis 22:18; Galatians 3:16; Hebrews 2:16-17
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God does things so ‘precariously’

» God does things so  * Then God waits until
differently than we Abraham & Sarah

would do them! are well beyond

« He promises child-bearing years
Abraham to have tofinally bringthem...
offspring so very (drum-roll)....
numerous that they + One —just one son.
would be like the « Later He'll tell him
stars of the sky or to sacrifice the one

the sand by the sea. & only son.
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Even with the birth of Christ...
» With the birth of » Even though the

Christ, things were magi are told to go
also precarious: back another way
e The mag| (Wise without tlpplng off

men) have to come  Herod, Joseph has
to Herod to tip him tobetoldina

off that the king of dream to flee

the Jews would be Herod’s baby

born in Bethlehem. killers.

God chooses the improbable & the unlikely.
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God does astounding things with...

» God always does * And instead of
astounding things in making bravery
ways that we would or intelligence or
not choose, with no strength the pivotal

factor of safety for factor in how He
uncertainty, or to gets things done,
improve the odds. He chooses faith.

By faith Abel — by faith Enoch — by faith Noah —
by faith Abraham — by faith Sarah — by faith you
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God is not impressed with religion

* There are lots of * But there is no
religious people indication from
around the world Scripture that God
with lots of different is very impressed
kinds of religions. with religion at all.

But faith in Him is another matter altogether.
With faith in Him God says, “That’s all | needed
to see — I'll take it from there & I'll do all
the rest from here on out. Just have
faith in Me & keep it there.”
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For by grace you have been saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of
God: 9 not as a result of works, so that no one
may boast.

Living by faith Galatians 2:20

"l have been crucified with Christ; and it is no
longer | who live, but Christ lives in me; and the
life which | now live in the flesh | live by faith in
the Son of God, who loved me and gave
Himself up for me."
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