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...you must be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; 20 always
giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the
Father; 21 and being subject to one another in the fear of Christ, 22 wives, to your
own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ
also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. 24 But as the
church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in every-
thing. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave
Himself up for her, 26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing
of water with the word, 27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory,
having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.
28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves
his own wife loves himself; 29 for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and
cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, 30 because we are members of His
body. 31 For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be joined to
his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. 32 This mystery is great; but | am speaking
with reference to Christ and the church. 33 Nevertheless, each individual among you
also must love his own wife even as himself, and the wife [must see to it] that she
respects her husband. 6:1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2
Honor your father and mother (which is the first command-ment with a promise), 3 so
that it may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth. Fathers, do not
provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the
Lord. 5 Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh,
with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ; 6 not by way of eye
service, as men-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart. 7
With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to men, 8 knowing that whatever
good thing each one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether slave or free.
9 And masters, do the same things to them, and give up threatening, knowing that both
their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is ho partiality with Him.
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...being subject to+ one another in the fear
of Christ [and these are the instances]:

* wives, to your own husbands
» Children, obey* your parents

« Slaves, be obedient to* those
who are your masters

+ under + set = set under, often

translated “subject to”, “submit to”

* under + listen = listen under, often
translated “to obey”, “to be obedient”
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...being subject to one another in the fear
of Christ [and these are the instances]:

« wives, to your own husbands,
...as to the Lord

» Children, obey your parents
...inthe Lord

» Slaves, be obedient to those who are your
masters

...as to Christ
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» Paul was speaking

The children here to those who
] were old enough to
* The word that is listen & understand
translated ‘children’ — not too young so
is tekna. that they did not
* The Greek text understand & not
actually has a too old so that they
definite article, were out of the
so it conveys: house (Genesis
“The children”. 2:24).

Children need more than ‘Bible stories’
in order to grow spiritually.
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What?! Obey??

» The English word * It may be possible
‘obey’ does not for a child to obey
quite get across the on the outside, but
sense of the Greek not on the inside,
word, which means by the English word
‘to listen under’. meaning of ‘obey’...

But the Greek word meaning has two
parts: first one listens, then he places
himself under what he has heard.

That’s what the ‘submitting’ looks like.
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Your parents

* There is no » That also applies
distinction here to anyone who the
between mother & parents place in
father; the childisto  temporary authority
“listen under” both over the children
of the parents. for a span of time:

Extended family, ‘babysitters’, Sunday-
school teachers, camp counselors, &
coaches, are examples of those given
temporary authority by the parents.
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In the Lord
* This is similar to * “in the Lord” is
the phrase used referring to one’s
in all three areas position in Christ &
of “submitting to to the relationship
one another” the believing child
(Ephesians 5:21). has with the Lord.

The believing child should “listen under”
his parents as he would “listen under”
the Lord. This is not just an outward
“listening under”, but from the heart.
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This is right

» Rightness comes » “...not having a
from a character righteousness of my
of righteousness, own derived from
which is from Christ; the Law, but that
“listening under” is which is through faith
not just the right in Christ, the right-
thing to do, but eousness which
is from the life of comes from God on

Christ the righteous the basis of faith...”
(1 John 2:1): - Philippians 3:9
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But Paul is not transferring
Israel’s promises to the church

* The “land” that God + But honoring one’s
was referring to with parents has a
the Jews was the spiritual dimension
land of Israel. (it is God’s design

» Those of the church & intent from the
do not get the land beginning), & it is

of Israel in return one which - as a
for honoring their generalization -
parents. does have a

positive payback.
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What “Honor your
father & mother” means

* FYI: “honoring your + “...they must first
parents” is not just learn to practice
while you are under piety in regard to
their roof & authority.  their own family and

« “Honor” can include to make some return

other help & financial ~ to their parents; for
support later on in life: this is acceptable in
Matthew 15:4-6; Mark the sight of God.”
7:9-13; Acts 28:10 - 1 Timothy 5:4

1 Timothy 5:3-16.
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Parenting begins with an ‘F’!

* The need for the + But parenting begins
children to ‘listen with an ‘F’!
under’ applies to « The Father is given
male & female, & primary responsibility
the children are by God for parenting.
to ‘listen under’ + And Paul takes an
both parents, approach that he often
not just one does: not this, butin
or the other. sharp contrast, that!

“...do not provoke your children to anger, but...”
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» The fatheris called + This responsibility

upon by God to be is clearly placed

the one to lead in upon the man, but it
the parenting, & does not mean that
that is not because he is naturally good
the mother’s part at being the leader
is inconsequential. in parenting. ©

As the husband is to be the leader &

initiator in marriage, the father is to
be the leader & initiator in parenting.
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“Do not provoke your children to anger”

» For a father to » Legally, fathers had
even think of the the power of life &
response of his death over their
children was largely children, & could
unheard of in the sell them as slaves,
culture! if they wished.

This verse should not be thought of as
telling the fathers not to do anything to

make the child angry, or the child will
be using anger to selfishly manipulate.
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Provoke to exasperation & resentment

» There are three ways to provoke children
to anger, really, exasperation & resentment:

* 1) no boundaries, guidance or direction.

» 2) unattainable standards of behavior &
accomplishment.

+ 3) vacillating, random, unstable boundaries
& guidance.

» Any of these options will “do the trick”.
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But...

» This is a sharp contrast, so “provoke your
children to anger” is presented in sharp
contrast to “bring them up in the discipline
and instruction of the Lord”.

» This is consistent with the pattern that
Paul has used since he started making

application of the believer's position in
Christ.
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‘Bring them up’

* The words that » Raising children in
are translated ‘bring the Lord is not done
them up’ are written all at once! It is not
inawaythatconveys a sprint!
continuous & active .« But neither is
&deliberate &steady  rajsing children in

progress toward the  the ord amarathon,

growing & maturing  pecause it keeps on
towards the goal. changing.
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The discipline

» This is education » This discipline
that is not merely extends through
intellectual, but different ages &
rather “training” stages of growing
towards real & up, & is constantly
practical living changing, until
- action! you're done! ©

The word ‘discipline’ means everything

from setting the parameters for nurture,
how the child will live, & consequences.
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And instruction

» This word means to + But the question is

place it in the mind. whether you placed
« Soitis notjusta it in the mind of your
matter of having child.
said something » So it goes beyond
& then checking just having said it,
it off of the list. or having the child
« The question is read it, or having
not whether you someone else do

said it at one point...  that for you.
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Instruction

« In the Greek
culture, the
instruction
would have
been centered
on human
perspectives
on the world
& on life.

* In the Jewish

culture the training
would have focused
upon the Law &
Jewish traditions.

But Paul is say-
ing here that the
essential training
& instruction from
the father needs to
be centered upon
Christ, & not just
topically, but
personally!



[image: image21.png]OK, so what if you’ve already raised
your children... & have regrets?

» There is always * You can always
God’s grace —in pray for them, even
Christ there is no apologize if that
condemnation seems appropriate,
(Romans 8:1) & to the extent you

+ God can still work have opportunity
in your heart & your & alistening ear,
children’s hearts from  encourage them
this point forward (1 & others in what is

Timothy 1:12-16) biblical (Titus 2:1-5).
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Children, you must be listening to your
parents so as to put yourself under them in
what they say, just as you would the Lord
Himself, because this attitude and response
toward them is morally right because it is from
the life and righteousness of the Lord Jesus
Christ in and through you.
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2 As a principle applicable to all times, you
must be continuing to honor your father and
mother, which is displayed in children by
listening under and later in life by giving them
assistance and financial support (and which is
the first commandment of the Law of Moses
given with a specific but generalized promise),
3 which comes across with the result that it
may be spiritually, morally and otherwise well
with you, and that as a general statement of
wisdom, that you may live long on the earth.



[image: image24.png]Ephesians 6:4 expanded & explained

Fathers, as God’s designated head of the
household, with your wife as your God-given
complement, do not be continuing to stir up
your children to continual exasperation and
resentment, but in sharp contrast, bring them
up steadily and consistently entirely within
the discipline towards real-life action and
spiritually-founded proactive and corrective
verbal instruction which is from and centered
upon Jesus Christ the Lord.
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Bring them up with prayer

* Men, lead your » Pray for yourself &
wives in praying your spouse about
about your kids & their part in bringing
your joint leadership  up the kids.
of your kids. « And pray for the

» Except for certain Lord’s work in the
topics, it's OK for lives of your kids at
your kids to see every age & stage

you doing that. of life.
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Convey what's important

» Carefully consider  « Let it not just be in

what’s important & what you say, but
how you are going in what you do.

to convey what'’s « And be deliberate
important to your & decisive about it.
children.

Rather than trying to force religion down
your kids’ throats, share the relationship

& fellowship you are having with the Lord
with them, & what you’re learning of late.
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Don’t be afraid!

» Don’t be afraid to * If you feel like

share your short- you don’t have
comings & your the background
struggles — & or examples of how
especially if it to do things right,
will help your there are 1) God’s
kids grow! word, 2) the Spirit...

And 3) we have personal examples &
teaching in the body of Christ to guide
us along the way.
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Keep in mind where you're headed

It is important to Discovering &
keep in mind where helping them
you are bringing discover &
your children up to: develop their:

* Spiritually * Interests

» Emotionally * Inclinations

* Intellectually » Skills

» Financially » Talents

And are they gifted for singleness or marriage?



[image: image29.png]Ephesians 4:11-13 for parents

And Christ gave parents to bring up the
children entrusted to them, through love

and discipline and instruction and example, 12
for the equipping of the children for the work
of service God has set before them, to the
building up of your own family and of their
families, each a part of the body of Christ; 13
until we in our families and in the body of Christ
all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, so that we bring
up our children toward spiritual maturity, as
measured by the stature which belongs to

the fullness of Christ Himself.
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