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The discipline

» This is education » This discipline
that is not merely extends through
intellectual, but different ages &
rather “training” stages of growing
towards real & up, & is constantly
practical living changing, until
- action! you're done! ©

The word ‘discipline’ means everything

from setting the parameters for nurture,
how the child will live, & consequences.
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And instruction

» This word means to + But the question is

place it in the mind. whether you placed
« Soitis notjusta it in the mind of your
matter of having child.
said something » So it goes beyond
& then checking just having said it,
it off of the list. or having the child
« The question is read it, or having
not whether you someone else do

said it at one point...  that for you.



[image: image3.png]Two words in the Greek New Testament
that speak of ‘copying’ the life of another:

* mimetes, which is where we get our word
“‘mimic” in English. The meaning in the Greek
New Testament is to imitate the behavior of
another in a positive way.

* tupos, which is where we get our English
word “type”, & it means to be a pattern or
example. The word was used of a stamping
dye, where the image or symbol on the tool
made a visible impression on the receiving
metal or other material.
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...just as you know what kind of men we
proved to be among you for your sake.

example

6 You also became imitators of us and of
the Lord, having received the word in much
tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit,

7 so that you became an example to all the
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.
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[image: image6.png]Paul on imitating & being an example
1 Corinthians 11:1
Be imitators of me, just as | also am [an imitator]
of Christ.
Ephesians 5:1-2
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved
children; 2 and walk in love, just as Christ also

loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering
and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.
Philippians 3:17 (VP version)

Brethren, join in imitating me, and observe those
who walk according to the example you have in us.



[image: image7.png]Biblical imitation is not...

« Biblical imitation is « Biblical imitation
not asking, “What is not just trying to
would Jesus do”? ‘act like a Christian’.

Biblical imitation is not superficial
mimicking, nor is it like theatrical acting.
But as we see another believer walking

in fellowship with Christ, abiding in Him,
& depending upon & trusting in God
moment by moment, imitate that.
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[image: image9.png]Imitating & examples:
Two applications to parenting

» The parents areto  + The other way that

be the example for imitating & example
their children to applies to parenting
follow, that is, is that if we have an
to imitate. area where we had
+ Children imitating no example, or the
the examples of example we had was
their parents is notgood, we can see
one way for good examples in

them to learn. the church body.
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The deliberate visible example
» The kind, quality & + Paul & his fellow

character of men teachers were not
that Paul & his aloof & distant, nor
fellow teachers did they stand high
were among all above the people
the believers in with whom they
Thessalonica ministered.

was deliberate . They were ‘among’
& evident & Paul them, & their lives

knows they know. were visible.
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For your sake

» That’s the way » Parenting is
love is — it seeks like that, too.
to benefit someone . \We parent for
else rather than to the benefit of our
seek gain for children because
oneself. we love them.

So deliberately & visibly being an

example to imitate among our children
is for their sakes, & not our own.
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Imitators of us

» Just like the » Children are
Thessalonians were to imitate the
imitating Paul’'s & examples of
his co-workers’ their parents, &
deliberate parents can even
& visible point out what is
example... being learned.

And just like the Thessalonians, our kids
will probably receive the word in much
tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit.
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Imitators of the Lord?

« So how does one
imitate the Lord?

¢ Do we rain down
fire & brimstone on
Sodom & Gunnison?

» Do we bring ten
plagues on Egypt?

« Dowe...

We imitate
His character:

Love

Grace

Mercy
Patience
Forgiveness
Righteousness
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And how do we go about
imitating the Lord’s character?

» Do we imitate Christ’'s » We're tempted to do
character by trying things for Christ, &
to be infinite? then we’re tempted

« Dowe imitate Christ's  to help Him, but...
character by getting + We imitatethe Lord’s
crucified like Christ?  character by the

« Dowe imitate Christ's Very life of Christ
character by saying, lived in & through us
“Father forgive them” moment by moment,
at election time...? & day by day.
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Imitators who learn from your
example can become examples

* What this passage
shows is that the
Thessalonians
followed Paul’s
example, & then
turned around &
became examples
for other believers
in the region to
follow.

Believing parents
have a similar
opportunity.

The parents,

as examples,

teach the children,
in part by example,
who in turn become
examples for their
children & others.
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Husband Spousal Role Wife
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a man, Value, worth a woman,
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[image: image18.png]What if all I've seen is
no example or a bad example?

* Believers have a * We can fill in the
special advantage blanks’ & correct
that the rest of the the bad examples
unbelieving world in our lives by three
does not have. God-given means:

Believers have 1) the word of God, 2) the
indwelling Holy Spirit & the indwelling

Christ, & 3) the examples & resources in
the body of Christ in order to do things
differently than what they’ve seen.




[image: image19.png]Remember... the apostle Paul
came from a really bad background

» 1 Timothy 1:13, 16, “l was formerly a
blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent
aggressor... 16 Yet for this reason | found
mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus
Christ might demonstrate His perfect
patience as an example for those who
would believe in Him for eternal life.”

¢ Paul called himself the worst of sinners,
yet God made Him into an example for
others to imitate & follow & learn from!



[image: image20.png]Galatians 5:16-26

Be careful not to
just look at behavior

¢ As Christians, we < Bad behavior

can have spiritual comes from the
insight into the flesh, which is the
sources of the sin nature as it acts
behaviors. through the body.

Good behavior comes from the believer’'s
new nature, which expresses itself as we

walk in fellowship with Christ, abide in
Christ, walk in the Spirit, & behold the
Lord Jesus Christ through His word.




[image: image21.png]Galatians 2:19-21 for parents

"For through the Law | as a parent died to the
Law, so that | might live as a parent to God. 20
| have been crucified with Christ; and it is no
longer | who do the living as a parent, but
Christ does the living as a parent in me; and
the life which | now live in this fleshly body |
live as a parent by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave Himself up for me.
21 | do not nullify the grace of God, for if
righteousness in me, my spouse, and my
children comes through the Law,

then Christ died needlessly."
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