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1st Thessalonians was written from Corinth, shortly
after Paul had been in Thessalonica, so the

believers in the church in Thessalonica were only
months old in the Lord when Paul wrote to them.
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Paul was writing about the character

of his ministry & their reception of it

» Since Paul was * But since Paul writes
writing about his about the work of his
ministry team & the ministry team by
believers’ reception making a comparison

of God’s word, we to a mother & father,
can apply the truths we can learn about
of this passage to the character of a

whatever ministry the  godly mother & a
Lord has given us. godly father.
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The character of a godly mother

» gentle: this word * among you: the

describes a calm ministry that Paul &
kindness toward the his team had was
children; Paul told not at a distance
Timothy that the nor on a pedestal
Lord’s servant above them, but
should display this among them — right
same gentleness in their midst; a

to all (2 Timothy godly mother is right

2:24). in their midst, too



[image: image4.png]1 Thessalonians 2:7, 8

The character of a godly mother

» tenderly cares » so fond an affection:
(KJV: cherisheth); this Greek word
this is the same conveys both

word Paul had used desiring a personal
to describe the care closeness to the

of Christ for the ones who are
church in Ephesians  cherished & also
5:29: it is a kind of having desires for

care that nourishes their well being.
toward growth.
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Giving her life &
His life-giving message

* “we were well- » The godly mother
pleased to impart is motivated to give
to you not only the of her very life & to
gospel of God but impart the gospel of

also our own lives” God — His message.
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« The word behind

“‘well-pleased”
indicates both
pleasure in the
imparting & a
choice to do so.

» The imparting
conveys “giving

a part of what one

has so as to share”.

Imparting

* The godly mother,

then, chooses &
takes pleasure in
sharing from who
she is & what she
has, physically,
emotionally &
spiritually.
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You had become very dear to us

* The word translated + This is the kind love
‘very dear’ is from that Christ had for
the kind of love that us when He loved
is self-sacrificing, & us & gave His very

not dependent on life for us (Galatians
the receiver of the 2:20; Ephesians 5:2
love to deserve it & 25) & we became

or to reciprocate. God’s children.
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Labor & hardship,
working night & day
» Paul is describing » That about sums

how he & his team up being a parent,
worked day & night, right? ©

probably in Paul’s  « |f you had in mind

tentmaking trade, taking it easy, pick
so as not to something else.
be a burden.

Parenting can have its returns &
rewards, but hard work is often called
for, motivated by unconditional love.
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Our kids are witnesses,

& so is God
¢ Qur children are « God is witness,
certainly watching too, & the most

everything we do, & |mpor1ant one,
often intensively so. not just so that

» This has to do He can hold us
with what they accountable &
are imitating, by that He knows
example, as well all things, but
as what they will that He cares

say in later years. for & loves us.
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Devoutly, uprightly & blamelessly

* Devoutness has * The word translated
to do with holiness. uprightly means

« As His saints, we ‘righteously’, living
are holy by position,  out the righteous-
but this is lived out ness of Christ.
holiness, in our * Blamelessly means
daily condition, that a true charge
intentionally, cannot be leveled
by His life & against us, & that’s

not our own. by His life, too.
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Exhorting, encouraging & imploring

* Here we see * ‘Encouraging’ is
some definition of a similar to the word
godly father’s roles: translated ‘exhort’

« Exhorting is being but with greater

‘called alongside’, tenderness
using a word that implied.

is sometimes * ‘Imploring’
translated is to witness,
‘to urge’. that is, to tell

the truth back.
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All of this has
an intended spiritual outcome
» So that they would  + It is real & practical,

walk worthy of the & not simply hypo-
God, walking being thetical, but the real

a step by step ‘walking worthy’ is
ordering of not just focused
their lives. on behavior.

Walking worthy is not pretending, acting,
yielding to parental pressure, nor ‘fake it

until you make it’. It is carried out by
Christ’s life as we fellowship with Him.
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They shall speak of
the glory of Your kingdom

And talk of Your power;

12 To make known to the sons of men
Your mighty acts

And the glory of the majesty
of Your kingdom.
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When we see
our children responding...

* When we see our « What God’s word

children receiving conveys is not just
what we have been another person’s
seeking to get opinion, but the
across to them, word of God, which
it’s not time to pat has the power to
ourselves on the impact as deep as

back, but to thank the soul & spirit
the Lord. (Hebrews 4:12).
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* In the beginning of  + Timothy first took
Acts 16 we see how instruction from &
Paul chose Timothy watched Paul, then
to come with him for  Paul watched as
ministry to the Jews Timothy carried out
& Gentiles in the ministry, & finally
Gentile lands. Timothy was sent.

Often when Timothy was first sent or
remained somewhere for ministry, he
was with someone else (Acts 17:14).
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To raise kids right, go fly a kite!

» Raising kids right » A kite cannot be
involves giving them  flown by either
the tools for living, &  holding tightly on
then giving them the  the string, or just

latitude to put into letting the string
action what they go, but is flown by
just learned. gradually letting go.

Similarly, children need progressive
freedom to carry out what they’ve
learned, but restriction of those
freedoms might be needed.
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