[image: image1.png]We’'ll present seven
biblical principles of godly discipline

Godly discipline: * is to be with reality
is corrective. & consistency.

has a range * is to be appropriate
of expressions. to the character,

is to be expressed age, & stage of

the child.

* is to be carried
out in the context
of modern society.

from love.

is to be paired with
true approval &
true standing.



[image: image2.png]One of the most dangerous places
in America is the Christian bookstore

» Christian bookstores + Babywise &

are there to sell Growing Kids
products, so they God'’s Way by
offer what sells. Gary Ezzo of

+ But some books on ~ Growing Families
Christian parenting + ‘Christian’ or other-

that we cannot wise attachment
recommend parenting books by
include: Wm & Martha Sears

Neither of these sources is fully biblical.



[image: image3.png]Galatians 5:16; Colossians 1:28;

Ephesians 4:11-16; 5:18-33
Spiritual aiming

Spiritual aiming has
a few components;
assuming that the
child becomes a
believer:

1) At adulthood the
child will know what
it means to walk in
fellowship with the
Lord & to grow.

2) At adulthood

the child will know
what it means to be
interdependently
dependent on the
Lord & in a growing
church body.

3) At adulthood,

the child will know,
unless he/she has
the gift of singleness,
how to lead his wife
& family or for her to
know what it looks like.



[image: image4.png]Discipline is only
one of the parents’ tools

The New Testament < encouraging in wise

tells us that the attitudes, behavior,
‘tools’ that parents decisions & actions,
have available to imploring to feed
them include: back truth & reality,
Discipline to correct, & seeing examples
instruction to place  to imitate deeply.

it in the mind, * The example gives
coming alongside validity to the rest

to exhort... of the ‘tools’.



[image: image5.png]Since discipline is corrective...

» Since discipline is + If the right path is
corrective, then the not clearly present-
right path — the path ed, then discipline
the child should be is going to appear
on, has to be clear. to be all negative,

* That is why the rest & not a lot different
of the parents’ tools,  inappearance from
including instruction, ~ punishment.
have to be a part of + Theright path ought
the picture. to be clear first.



[image: image6.png]Galatians 6:1; Ephesians 6:4; Hebrews 12:4-7

Discipline is corrective

* In the same way * The reason for
that God’s discipline  us to make that
of us is designed to pointis to contrast
put us back on the discipline with
right path, that is, to punishment, a word
restore, discipline of that is more focused
children by parents upon justice, which
ought to be aimed is all about getting
towards correcting what is deserved
attitude & behavior. ratherthan restoring.



[image: image7.png]Discipline is corrective, because
attitudes & actions have
consequences

* Atftitudes & actions
have consequences
in life, & the reason
the parents are going
to be stepping in to
discipline is so that
the child gets the
message about
attitudes & actions,
& the consequences.

When a child is
young, parents seek
to protect their child
from the dangerous
consequences that
could come about.

But over time they
are to aimforthem
to be responsible for
attitudes & actions.
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[image: image9.png]Proverbs 22:15

Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child;
The rod of discipline will remove it far from him.

Proverbs 29:15

The rod and reproof give wisdom, but a child
who gets his own way brings shame to his
mother.

Be aware that though “the rod” may indeed
mean corporal discipline, the term was also
used figuratively for sharp exhortation (i.e., 1
Corinthians 4:21), so the call for the rod does
not uniformly mean that corporal discipline is
always the God-intended corrective.



[image: image10.png]Willful disobedience & defiance is
most important to be corrected firmly

* Most certainly, any + Lying, sneaking &
willful disobedience deception, however,
& open defiance are covert defiance
must be opposed & & disobedience, &
corrected decisively. must be corrected.

Children have a range of strength of will,
& can have an inclination towards open

disobedience & defiance, or sneaking
& deceptive disobedience & defiance.




[image: image11.png]A range of expressions

» Godly discipline
has a range
of expressions,
& may vary
(Proverbs 29:15)
between verbal
admonishment (i.e.,
Colossians 1:28) to
corporal discipline
(Proverbs 22:15).

So consideration by
the parents as to
what should be
done in each

case is best.

Always doing one
thing all the time for
every child is not
likely the best
answer.



[image: image12.png]Hebrews 12:6

For those whom the Lord loves he disciplines,
& he scourges every son whom he receives.

Discipline is an expression of love from

the parents to their children. As a correspond-
ing principle, the failure to discipline conveys
a lack of love for the child.

Conversely, discipline is not an expression of
the parents’ anger, frustration or embarrass-
ment. It is for the correction of the child, out
of a constant & consistent selfless love, not
the expression of a parent’s current
emotional state.



[image: image13.png]1 Corinthians 1:2-9; 1 Thessalonians 2:13, 14, 19, 20;

James 1:12

True approval & standing

* The self-esteem
movement is finally
running out of
steam. ©

+ But biblically,
parents are to
approve the things
that are, in reality
& truly excellent

(Philippians 1:9-11).

< Consistent with this,

though, negative
name-calling is
not within biblical
bounds.

Parents are to

feed back truth

to their children,
but in an encourag-
ing way.



[image: image14.png]Isaiah 53:3

Raise them with
Christ esteem

» Rather than trying to
boost self-esteem,
the aim ought to be
to develop Christ
esteem, & then an
understanding of
who we are as
believers in Christ
& who Christis in
each of us.

» Ephesians 1:3-4,

“Blessed be the
God and Father
of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has
blessed us with
every spiritual
blessing in the
heavenly places
in Christ, 4 just
as He chose us
in Him before
the foundation
of the world...”



[image: image15.png]Ephesians 6:4

Reality & consistency

* When we were look- + The discipline that

ing at Ephesians is consistently about
6:4 we said the right is what we are
three ways of aiming for.
exasperating a « The truth is that this
child are too strict is quite a cha”enge,
a discipline, toolax  since the children

.a d|SC|pI|ne or an keep growing older
inconsistent & circumstances

discipline. keep changing.
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[image: image17.png]James 1:17 (see also Malachi 3:6)

Every good thing given and every perfect gift
is from above, coming down from the Father
of lights, with whom there is no variation or
shifting shadow.

As the Lord’s character never changes and
discipline comes from the Lord’s character
which is love, parental discipline should
reflect the Lord’s unchanging character

- including grace and mercy.



[image: image18.png]The character
of the child:
How is this one
best influenced?

¢ One child will be
more influenced
by one mode of
discipline, but
another will be
influenced by a
different mode
of discipline.

» Discovering what
will have the most
influence on a child
is important.

» You might discover
that one child is most
impacted by being
isolated socially,
but another is more
influenced by being
charged financially,
but another may be
more impacted by a
verbal correction.



[image: image19.png]1 Corinthians 3:1; 14:20; Ephesians 4:13, 14;
Hebrews 5:13, 14; 1 Peter 2:2

Age & stage
* The biblical tools * In the same
that are available way that Scripture
for parents need to recognizes degrees
be adjusted for the of spiritual maturity,
age & stage that there are degrees of
the child is at. maturity in children.

Discipline must be appropriate to
the level of maturity of the child,

& also consistent with the child’s
ability to understand ‘the right path’.




[image: image20.png]In the context of modern society

» Discipline &dealing + For example:

with behaviors in Parents today must
general also need instruct & discipline
to be adapted to their children, if
what society will necessary, to stay
require of the child away from items
both during the that did not exist in
growing up years, biblical times, such
& as an adult as electrical outlets,

on their own. hot kitchen items. ..



[image: image21.png]Also in the context of modern society

* There are items » These provide
of privilege in our opportunities to
culture which didn’t discipline that didn’t
exist a generation exist before, but in
or two ago that general Christian
are options for parents are in a
discipline, such tougher place than
as cell phones, was the case a
video games, generation or

etc. two back.
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discipline

* We have a legal &
social environment
in which public
corporal discipline
of a child can result
in parents being
reported, investigat-
ed, & having the
children removed
from the home by
authorities.

In biblical times it
was assumed that
there would be
corporal discipline.

Today, corporal
discipline is a
biblical option - a
few considerations:
1) It is risky to use it
in public. 2) Be sure
that it is the best
option & necessary.
3) Be sure that love
is the motive.



[image: image23.png]James 1:5-7

Wisdom — pray for it!

» Christian parenting + As a believer you

in these times are free to seek it
requires lots from God’s word &
of wisdom! to ask God for it!

And aside from praying for wisdom,
it is wise to pray — about everything!
Pray about your children’s present

issues & pray about their future.
Pray about their circumstances
& the Spirit’s work in their hearts.
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Ephesians 6:4; 1 Thessalonians 2:11; Hebrews 13:7





Galatians 6:1; Ephesians 6:4; Hebrews 12:4-7
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