[image: image1.png]See to it that
no one takes your kids captive

» The word translated <« The picture that
‘captive’ means to today’s aggressive
be taken captive skeptics ‘paint’
by pirates or thugs! is that...

The skeptic stands on reason, &
evidence & science, but the Christians

just have groundless faith — even if
the facts prove otherwise! It's science
versus religion. But that is deceptive...




[image: image2.png]Colossians 2:8 (Christ versus captivity)

See to it that no one takes you captive through
philosophy and empty deception, according

to the tradition of men, according to the
elementary principles of the world,

rather than according to Christ.

Colossians 4:5-6 (know how to respond)

Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward
outsiders, making the most of the opportunity.
6 Let your speech always be with grace, as
though seasoned with salt, so that you will
know how you should respond to each person.



[image: image3.png]Ephesians 4:11-15 (Equipping our kids)

And He gave some as apostles, and some as
prophets, and some as evangelists, and some
as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping
of the saints for the work of service, to the
building up of the body of Christ; 13 until we
all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature
man, to the measure of the stature which
belongs to the fullness of Christ. 14 As a result,
we are no longer to be children, tossed here
and there by waves and carried about by
every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of

men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;



[image: image4.png]Is the skeptic secretly a believer?

« Does the skeptic + Can the skeptic
believe in things for 9o back in time to

which there is no verify any dates or
evidence & even processes or events
believe in miracles from millions of
without a God? years ago?

The answer to the first question is ‘Yes’.
The answer to the second one is ‘No’.

All scientists can do with the unrecorded
past is observe the present & then make
unverifiable assumptions about the past.




[image: image5.png]Gradations in quality of subject
matter for scientific study purposes
(shaded area is the optimal domain of science)
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[image: image6.png]Miracles without  « But the skeptic

evidence & believes that life
without God evolved from a
single-celled
* Given decades organism that came
of time, & a great about by chance
number of M.S. & alone, without
Ph.D. scientists with  any scientists or
multimillion dollar multimillion dollar
laboratories, no one laboratories, &
has yet observed without any (as
a living cell being in none) scientific
generated from evidence that this

non-living material. can take place.



[image: image7.png]More than just generating a living cell

* In orderto demon-  + The single cell that
strate that life could was produced from

have come from non-living material
nonliving material, would also have to
it would not be be sustainable & it
sufficient to produce  would also have to
a living cell from be reproducible by
nonliving material. itself.

If this were achieved in the laboratory would
that mean that it did happen by chance in nature?




[image: image8.png]The ‘Cambrian explosion’

» The first multi- » Complex structures
cellular life forms such as the eyes of
that show up in the shrimp & trilobites
fossil record reveal arrive on the scene
a wide variety of with no previous
complex creatures, fossil record of
representing every their evolution
Phyla that existed over ‘millions
then or now. of years’.

‘Evolution’ of these creatures without any fossil
evidence is faith in miracles without a God.




[image: image9.png]In order for an
aquatic vertebrate
to successfully
colonize land,
that animal must:

withstand the
effects of gravity

be able to breath air
minimize water loss

must adjust senses
so they are suited
for air, not water

The transition

from water to land

So is there a fossil
candidate for the
transition from
water to land, from
fish to amphibian?
And does that
candidate have
what it takes to
meet the four
requirements?



[image: image10.png]Fossil coelacanths have been found dating
from 400 million to about 70 million years ago.



[image: image11.png]A ‘Missing Link’ Is Found

With the discovery of fossils of the Tiktaalik, or “large
shallow water fish,” scientists have found a missing
connection between fishes and walking land
creatures.

Ichthyostega

r “CANADA/ 4 )
71 Ve The Missing Link
Tiktaalik
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Pectoral fin Hind limb

Transitional
footlike structure

Sources: “Book of Life, " edited by Stephen Jay Gould: Nature The New York Times; llustrations by Graham Roberts



[image: image12.png]These footprints found
in Poland & reported in
Nature, Jan 2010 date
to 18 million years
older than the oldest
Tiktaalik fossil.
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[image: image14.png]Rodent to bat
evolution

* In the past we've
presented the
supposed evolution
of rodents to bats.

There are about
1250 species of
bats, about 1050
species of which
use echolocation to
orient themselves.

« The evolution from
the rodents to bats
would mean that
the bodies & brains
of bats evolved to
allow multiple new
capacities, but no
fossils support this.

 Belief in ‘evolution’
of these creatures
without any fossil
evidence is faith in
miracles without a
God.
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[image: image16.png]The insectivore bats produce
ultrasonic (above our hearing
range) brief (measured in
milliseconds) echolocation
sounds which increase in
frequency as the bat gets
closer to its prey. These
bats have four stages of
approach to prey:

1) search

2) approach s
3) track Qe’
4) terminal, )

ending in capture

terminal ___




[image: image17.png]When the bats leave

& enter the cave they

all make echolocation
sounds, but they can tell
their own echolocation
sound bouncing off the
cave walls from the
many thousands of
other bats’ sounds!

Near New Braunfels,
Texas is the Bracken
Bat Cave, home to the
world’s largest colony
of bats, estimated to
have 20 to 40 million
bats.



[image: image18.png]Journal of Mammalian Evolution,
Vol. 12, Nos. 1/2, June 2005

Fossil Evidence and the Origin of Bats
Gregg F. Gunnell & Nancy B. Simmons

“The phylogenetic and geographic origins
of bats (Chiroptera) remain unknown.”

In Nature, Feb 14, 2008 these same authors
reported a new find — a fossil bat supposedly
52.5 million years old, & 2 million years older
than any previously found. But that oldest
known bat fossil looks like... a bat.
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"Dr. Lyson and Dr. Bever noted that the
origin of the turtle and its shell have been
controversial. Scientists disagree on where
turtles fit on the tree of life, said Dr. Bever,

in part because of a disagreement stemming
from the lack of clear transitional fossils —
those animals whose remains indicate an
intermediate state between ancestors and
descendants.“ — Current Biology, May 2013




[image: image20.png]At latest count there are 338 species of hummingbirds,
which are thought to have evolved from pterosaurs,
but there are no clear indisputable transitional fossils.



[image: image21.png]The bee hummingbird weighs 1.6-1.9 grams




[image: image22.png]Neanderthals & Denisovans

» ltwas atonetime » With the discovery
presented that of the Denisovans
Neanderthals in 2008, there was a
were another question as to how
species related they were related to
to humans, that modern human
became extinct. beings.

DNA testing in recent years has shown
both to have interbred with humans!



[image: image23.png]“More complex than previously thought”

“More complex than
previously thought”
is a phrase that
keeps showing

up in the scientific
journals & books.

An Internet search
two days ago gave
762,000 ‘hits’, many
of which were from
scientific articles.

» The ongoing
discovery of
greater & greater
complexity would
seem to make it
less & less likely
that this universe
came about as the
result of a series
of totally random
processes.



[image: image24.png]It's one faith versus another faith

» Skepticism requires + So it is not a matter

that one have faith of science versus
many times over, faith but of one
often where there faith with no God
is no evidence versus another
to support it. with faith in God.

And the skeptic believes in multiple miracles
without a God & without revelation or evidence,
but the Christian believes in multiple miracles by

God, as revealed by Him in His written word.




[image: image25.png]Your children taken captive?

* While this world * The truth: modern
system (Ephesians science was first
2:1-3) is increasing- established by
ly attempting to take  Christians, & today’s
your children captive, aggressive skeptics

the world does so believe in miracles
by presenting a without a God, &
deception: take people captive
Science vs. Faith by deception.

Colossians 2:8 warns us of that very hazard, but
Colossians 4:5, 6 tells us about the opportunity!




[image: image26.png]Jude 3 & Apostolic Revelation

Beloved, while | was making every effort to
write you about our common salvation, | felt
the necessity to write to you appealing that
you contend earnestly' for the faith? which
was once for all® handed down to the saints.

" contend earnestly = Greek epagonizomai =
an intense athletic struggle

2the faith = the body of teachings which
constitute the apostolic teaching

3 once for all = Greek hapax = once given,

perpetually valid; compare Hebrews 9:26, 28;
10:12













Holly Hills Bible Church – 59 The Book of Hebrews – July 6, 2014 – No kid taken captive I - Page 4 of 4

