[image: image1.png]Colossians 2:8 (Christ versus captivity)

See to it that no one takes you captive through
philosophy and empty deception, according

to the tradition of men, according to the
elementary principles of the world,

rather than according to Christ.

Colossians 4:5-6 (know how to respond)

Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward
outsiders, making the most of the opportunity.
6 Let your speech always be with grace, as
though seasoned with salt, so that you will
know how you should respond to each person.



[image: image2.png]Last Sunday, regarding biological evolution...

It's one faith versus another faith

» Skepticism requires + So it is not a matter

that one have faith of science versus
many times over, faith but of one
often where there faith with no God
is no evidence versus another
to support it. with faith in God.

And the skeptic believes in multiple miracles
without a God & without revelation or evidence,
but the Christian believes in multiple miracles by

God, as revealed by Him in His written word.




[image: image3.png]Colossians 2:8

See to it that
no one takes your kids captive

» The word translated <« The picture that
‘captive’ means to today’s aggressive
be taken captive historical skeptics
by pirates or thugs! ‘paint’ is that...

The skeptic stands on reason, & solid
historical evidence, but the Christians
just have groundless faith in myths

& legends, even if the facts prove
otherwise! It’s real history versus
religious faith. But that is deceptive...




[image: image4.png]Then there’s history,
where human events are recorded

» Like the unrecorded -+ There is a system of

past, the events of evaluating historical
history are not documents to deter-
repeatable. mine their truth

« But there is human or falsehood.
observation of » That system of tests
the event(s), can be applied to
& at times any document of
by more than any age, & is

one person. objective.



[image: image5.png]Gradations in quality of subject
matter for scientific study purposes
(shaded area is the optimal domain of science)
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[image: image6.png]Regarding historical documents, classical historiography applies the following three tests to any
document to determine its truth or falsehood. The tools of science & the methods of Ioglc are
applied to documents with, in summary, these tests, questions & points of consideration. '

The bibliographic test

« Textual transmission — how did the documents get to us?
« the quantity of evidence

« the quality of evidence

« the timeline from origin to the earliest written record

The internal evidence test

« How able was the author to testify to facts by reason of geographical and time proximity to the
people, facts and events in question?

« geographical proximity

« time proximity

« time of exposure to the evidence

« opportunities & intent to investigate

« claims & intent of the author(s) — consistent with reliability
The external evidence test

« How well does the testimony claimed in the historical document correspond to other facts from
other historical sources?

« the quantity of evidence
« the quality of the evidence

The above tests are explicitly stated for historical documents.

1 Josh McDowell & Bill Wilson, He Walked Among Us, 1993, pages 112-118; Chauncey

Sanders, An Introduction to Research in English Literary History, 1952, pages 142-161; Gary
R. Habermas, The Historical Jesus, 1996, pages 259-274 (Appendix 1); J.P. Holding, Gospe/l
Dates, Gospei Authors, Gospeis Freedoms: http:/fwww.tektonics.org/ntdocdef/gospdefhub.html



[image: image7.png]The Bible, especially the New Testament, holds up to investigation
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[image: image8.png]The New Testament Documents

There are at least 5309 surviving hand
copied Greek manuscripts that contain
all or parts of the New Testament.

There are more than 19,000 ancient
New Testament manuscripts in Latin,
Syriac, Armenian, & other languages.

The oldest copies of the New Testament
known to exist are the Syriac & Old Latin
versions.

All totaled, more than 24,000 handwritten
copies of the New Testament have survived.
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[image: image11.png]How is copies of copies of copies of copies
any different from ‘the telephone game’?

* In the ‘telephone » But in copying the

game’, just one New Testament, the
person speaks & words are in writing,
one listens, on so that we can have
down the line. greater certainty.

In addition, the ‘telephone game’ is linear:
one speaker & listener at a time. But in copying
the New Testament documents, many copies
were often made from one original, & many
copies of that copy were made, etc.
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[image: image13.png]Eyewitness testimony
is as good as it gets

* Matthew, Mark & » Geographical
John consist mostly proximity, time

of eyewitness test- proximity, & time
imony over a period of exposure to the
of three years: evidence is the best.

Dr. Luke does not appear to have been an
eyewitness of the Lord, but from Acts 16 to
28 he often wrote using ‘we’ or ‘us’, as an
eyewitness. Dr. Luke was very careful about
what he wrote when he was not an eyewitness.




[image: image14.png]Dr. Luke’s approach to history: Luke 1:1-4

Inasmuch as many have undertaken to
compile an account of the things accomplished
among us, 2 just as they were handed down
to us by those who from the beginning were
eyewitnesses and servants of the word, 3

it seemed fitting for me as well, having
investigated everything carefully from the
beginning, to write it out for you in consecutive
order, most excellent Theophilus; 4 so that
you may know the exact truth about the

things you have been taught.



[image: image15.png]As an example...

Luke’s careful use of specific titles

* As one reads * Political titles &
through the gospel boundaries were
of Luke & Acts, shifting constantly &
the titles which are there was no uniform
given by Dr. Luke system of such titles
are specific as to throughout the
the timeframe & Roman Empire.
political domain « Titles on the next
in each instance. several slides have

all been confirmed.



[image: image16.png]Luke’s careful use of specific titles

» Herod Antipas, » Sergius Paullus was
known to his recorded in Acts as
subjects as a king, the "proconsul of

was designated as Cyprus" (Acts 13:7).
a "tetrarch” & in the . The magistrates of

same verse (Luke Philippi were called
3:1) Lysanias was "praetors" & their
called "tetrarch of disciplinary aides
Abilene”. were called "lictors”

(Acts 16:20, 35).



[image: image17.png]Luke’s careful use of specific titles

» Magistrates at » Local authorities in
Thessalonica were the city of Ephesus
recorded by Luke were known as
as "politarchs" "Asiarchs" (Greek is
(Acts 17:6). plural in Acts 19:31).

» Gallio was titled * The chief official
the "proconsul of Malta was the
of Achaia" (Acts protos: “first man
18:12). of the island”

(Acts 28:7).



[image: image18.png]Prominent & leading women?

» Throughout the Luke has these in
Roman Empire Galatia & Macedonia:
women were » Acts 13:50, “women

generally granteda  of prominence”
!g?we_r _'Ieve' °fb”?ht5 « Acts 16:14 , “Lydia...
privileges, bu a seller of purple...”

there were two . Acts 17:4, “leading

regions in which X
women had higher women’; Acts 17:12,
prominent Greek

social standing. ”
women



[image: image19.png]Roman citizenship:
worthwhile or worthless?

» Paul brings up his
Roman citizenship
less often & with a
lower profile than
one might expect.

* In the middle of the
1st century, being a
‘Roman” brought
substantial rights
& social standing.

But by the beginning
of the 2@ century
there was a notable
decline in the rights
& privileges of one’s
Roman citizenship.
The regard that Luke
indicates for being a
‘Roman’ fits the time
context of Acts.
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[image: image21.png]Where presuppositions come in

What is presumed before even assessing the evidence, based
upon answers to questions such as these, will greatly impact
the resulting conclusions:

* Do we disbelieve a document’s claims & content unless
independently confirmed (minimalism), or do we believe it
unless clearly proven wrong (maximalism)?'

* Does a claim to miracles in a document categorically
exclude its truth claims??

1 J.P. Holding, Calculated Contempt: Why Bible critics do not
deserve the benefit of the doubt,
http://www.tektonics.org/af/calcon.html; compare to

the approach in US law: innocent until proven guilty.

2 John Warwick Montgomery, A Critique Of Certain Uncritical
Assumptions In Modern Historiography, Global Journal of

Classical Theology, Vol. 2, No. 1 (12/99)
http://www.trinitysem.edu/journal/montgomerypap.html
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Is the Bible full of myths & fables?

Let’s begin by being clear on the definitions of terms:

Legend: A narrative of human actions, rooted in real or at least very
possible history, which are perceived as being in the realm of reality.
A legend promotes the character of the subject historical person(s)
into something greater than average, typical or normal.

Fable: A fable is a narrative that has similarity to legend, but extends
intore recognized unreality. Aesop’s fables would fall into this
category, in that the value is not in the fable’s supposed historical
truth, but in the lesson of wisdom or moral that is illustrated by the
fable.

Myth: A story that has meaning in a particular culture or religion,
whether perceived to be historically true or untrue. Such a myth
will convey ideals, and explain practices, beliefs, or some natural
phenomenon.

Fairy Tale: A story that intermingles normal life experiences with the
fantastic and magical, including creatures and beings that have little
or no basis in accepted reality. Fairy tales are typically thought of
as being told or read to children. It is possible for fairy tales to have
some allegorical connection to historical people, events and/or for
the creatures described to have similarities to an existing animal

or a combination of animals and humans.



[image: image23.png]Is the New Testament full of myths?

* For myths to * New Testament
develop requires a was written only
period of time long decades after

separated from the the events.

time of the events, ¢ There s|mp|y was
people, etc. not enough time

* Homer wrote the between the events
[liad & the Odyssey & the recording of
a few centuries after  the gospels to
the mythical events. develop myths.



[image: image24.png]Is the Bible full of fables?

« As for fables, those
are recognized
unreality, & do not
attempt to relate to
history.

* Among Aesop’s
fables, The Tortoise
& the Hare’ never
was intended as
history.



[image: image25.png]1 Timothy 1:4

...nor to pay attention to myths and endless
genealogies...

2 Timothy 4:4

...and will turn away their ears from the truth
and will turn aside to myths.

Titus 1:14

...not paying attention to Jewish myths and
commandments of men who turn away from

the truth.
1 Timothy 4.7
“...have nothing to do with worldly fables...”



[image: image26.png]1 Corinthians 15:5-8

The quantity & quality of testimony for
Christ’s resurrection is beyond impressive

* The testimony is » Many sacrificed
from six different their lives testifying
New Testament to the resurrection,
authors, in over a & even those who
half dozen of their didn’t believe in
books, & by more Christ before then
than 500 people, came to believe
over more than when they saw
60 years of time. Him resurrected.

The disciples did not expect the resurrection.



[image: image27.png]Dr. Edwin Yamauchi, historian, wrote (1995)
“Even if we did not have the New Testament or
Christian writings, we would be able to conclude
from such non-Christian writings as Josephus,
the Talmud, Tacitus and Pliny the Younger*
that: (1) Jesus was a Jewish teacher; (2) many
people believed that he performed healmgs and
exorcisms; (3) he was rejected by the Jewish
leaders; (4) he was crucified under Pontius Pilate
in the reign of Tiberius; (5) despite this shameful
death, his followers, who believed that he was
still alive, spread beyond Palestine so that there
were multitudes of them in Rome by 64 A.D.;

(6) all kinds of people from the cities and
countryside - men and women, slave and free -
worshiped him as God by the beginning of the
second century.” *Plinius Secundus



[image: image28.png]Your children taken captive?

* While this world * The truth: The
system (Ephesians historical documents
2:1-3) is increasing- behind our Bibles
ly attempting to take  stand up to honest
your children captive, investigation very,

the world does so very well, & the

by presenting a Christian stands
deception: History on good historical
vs Christian Myths. grounds to believe.

And, the New Testament contains multiple
exhortations NOT to trust in myths & fables, but
to believe in what has been revealed in His word!
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