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Hebrews 12:18-24, reflecting the Greek text

For you have not come to [a mountain] that can be
ouched and to a blazing fire, and to darkness and
gloom and whirlwind, 19 and to a blast of a trumpet
and a sound of words [which sound was such] that
hose who heard begged that no further word be
spoken to them. 20 For they could not bear the
command, "If even a beast touches the mountain,

it will be stoned.” 21 And so terrible was the S|ght
hat Moses said, “Exceedingly, | fear and tremble."

22 But you have come to a Mount Zion and to a

city of the living God, a heavenly Jerusalem, and

0 myriads of angels 23 to a general assembly, and
a church of the firstborn who were forever enrolled in
heaven, and to a Judge, God of all, and to spirits of
righteous ones made perfect forever, 24 and to Jesus,
mediator of a new in time covenant, and to sprinkled
blood, which speaks better than [the blood] of Abel.
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You have not come

» The author of * And the way he
Hebrews is telling truthfully describes
his readers that the inauguration of
they have not come the Law of Moses,
[perfect tense] to they most certainly
the inauguration of would not have
the Law of Moses, wanted to be there,
as described in so it’s a good thing
this passage. they are not there.

Not in verse 18 is emphatic!
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The objective description of the
inauguration of the Law of Moses

» The mountain that  + But the blazing fire

can be touched is was only part of
Sinai, though you the time — at other
would not want to times there was
have touched it. darkness & gloom

« The blazing fire & a whirlwind blow-
was intense, bright ing & swirling about
& burning fiercely. on Sinai.

Then there was a
blast of a trumpet & a sound of words.
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The subjective reaction to the
inauguration of the Law of Moses

* “Those who heard « “If even a beast

begged that no touches the
further word be mountain it
spoken to them.” will be stoned.”

Even Moses was overwhelmed by the
experience! The character & intensity

of the sights & sounds on & from
Mount Sinai did not make for
an inviting & joyous event.
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But you have come

* The Greek word * The author of
translated ‘But’ Hebrews is saying
means a strong where & to whom
contrast, so in they have come, &
strong contrast to being in the perfect
the character of the tense tells us that
inauguration of the this is a completed
Law of Moses on past action with

Mount Sinai... ongoing results.
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A mount Zion, a city of a
Living God, a heavenly Jerusalem

* These three * But all three of
expressions are these expressions
synonyms, that is, refer to a heavenly
they all refer to the place.
same place. « In ancient times

* Mount Zion is citizenship was in
the name of the a city, rather than in
mountain where the a country, & we will
earthly Jerusalem see where this fits

is located. later in the passage.
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...for he [Abraham] was looking for the city
which has foundations, whose architect and
builder is God.

Hebrews 11:16

But as it is, they desire a better country, that is,
a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed
to be called their God; for He has prepared a
city for them.

Hebrews 13:14

For here we do not have a lasting city, but we
are seeking the city which is to come.
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The start of the who:
Myriads of angels

* A myriad is 10,000, + Angels are created

the largest number beings, which have
in the ancient Greek a hierarchy, & there
numbering system. also seems to be

« So myriads are different categories
multiples of the of them:
largest number, ¢ Cherubim
equivalent to lots « Seraphim

& lots & lots & lots

&lots & lots ofthem, ~ Other adjectives,

such as strong angel
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A general assembly

» This is one word in  » Though opinions
the Greek, & it only differ, the evidence

occurs here in the is that the festive
New Testament. gathering is to be
« The word means a identified with the

festive gathering for ~ myriads of angels.
celebration or for * These contrast with
observation of a angels that terrify at
special event. Mount Sinai.
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A church of the firstborn

e This is us, we who » Though Christ holds
are in the body of the highest standing
Christ. as the firstborn

« The word for church  (Colossians 1:15),
meansanassembly.  this word is pluralin

« The firstoorn means metGIrlee]!(, mea_ni(ng
the one with the at all of us saints

: : are firstborn, too; we
2‘%?5,?@:”"'”9 all have the highest
' standing & privilege.
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Forever enrolled in heaven

» Being enrolled in
heaven means to
have your name
written in the
book of life.

* In ancient cities the
book of life was the
list of living citizens
in good standing in
the city.

* In the heavenly city
you'll live forever,
& being totally
conformed to the
image of Christ,
you’re going to be
in good standing
on into eternity!

* You're forever
enrolled in heaven!
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Revelation 21:27
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To a Judge, God of all

» Everyone will be * There will also be
judged by God — the judgment of all
everyone. other believers over

« But the judgment the spans of time
will begin with us before & after the
(1 Peter 4:17), & time of the church.
that judgment will » And then there will
be for rewards (1 be the judgment of

Corinthians 3:10-15).  all the unbelievers.

The Lord will judge His people (Hebrews 10:30)
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Five Crowns™:

* Victor's Crown: 1 Corinthians 9:25

* Church Founder’s Crown: 1 Thessalonians
2:19,20

» Rapture Lover's Crown: 2 Timothy 4.8

» Elder’s Crown for Service: 1 Peter 5:2-4

¢ Trial Crown: James 1:12; Revelation 2:10

Three Rewards:

» Solid Foundation Reward: 1 Corinthians 3:14
» Voluntary Service Reward: 1 Corinthians 9:17
« Inheritance Reward: Colossians 3:23,24

*stefanos = victor's crown in athletic competition
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Spirits of righteous ones
made perfect forever

¢ These are the Old « With these we have

Testament saints, as historical record
Gentile & Jew. that they were not
+ These would perfect, but they

include Enoch & were made perfect
Noah, Abraham, foreverbyfaith.
Isaac & Jacob, * God has saved

& others listed anyone He has

in Hebrews saved, always

chapter 11. by faith, forever.
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* The last of the
beings given as
present in the
heavenly city
is Jesus, &
that is so
that His
presence
resonates...

To Jesus

‘Jesus’ is from a
name that means
‘savior’, which is
why there is a
mention of His
blood, better
than that shed

by Abel, the

first martyr.
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Jesus, the savior

« Jesus has more ¢ From the Old Test-
than 700 names & ament into the New
titles in the Bible, Testament we read
but we won’t go of the Sonin heaven,
over all of those but John describes
this morning ©. Him in Revelation:

Revelation 5:6

And | saw between the throne (with
the four living creatures) and the
elders a Lamb standing, as if slain...
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And Abel was a keeper of flocks, but Cain was a tiller of the
ground. 3 So it came about in the course of time that Cain
brought an offering to the LORD of the fruit of the ground. 4
Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock and
of their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel and
for his offering; 5 but for Cain and for his offering He had no
regard. So Cain became very angry and his countenance fell.
6 Then the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? And why
has your countenance fallen? 7 " If you do well, will not your
countenance be lifted up? And if you do not do well, sin is
crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but you must
master it." 8 Cain told Abel his brother. And it came about
when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his
brother and killed him. 9 Then the LORD said to Cain, "Where
is Abel your brother?" And he said, "l do not know. Am | my
brother's keeper?" 10 He said, "What have you done? The
voice of your brother's blood is crying to Me from the ground.”
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But now He has obtained a more excellent
ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator
of a better covenant, which has been enacted
on better promises.

Hebrews 9:15a

For this reason He is the mediator of a new in
kind covenant...

Hebrews 12:24

...and to Jesus, the mediator of a new in time
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which
speaks better than the blood of Abel.
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The heavenly scene

* Verses22t024 » Jesus is presented
describe for us as mediator of
heaven, the angels, Israel’s New
the church, as Covenant, & as
firstborn, having a having sprinkled

heavenly citizenship,  blood, which puts
with God as Judge, Him as both high
the spirits of Old priest & sacrifice,
Testament saints, there in the
& Jesus. heavenlies.
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