[image: image1.png]Romans 12:9-13
Wait a minute!
| thought we were in Hebrews!

» This morning’s < Another old, old
study in Romans tradition that we've
is definitely out just recently begun
of order. © on campout Sunday

« On campout is to select a
Sunday we cancel passage that is
all the electives, & topically related to
we have a service the series, but from
here & at the another book, so now

campout. we’re in Romans 12.
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This passage is very practical

» Notonly is this » This passage
passage very has to do with the
practical, but mindset & attitude
it is also about of believers, & the
both individual character of inter-
believers & the actions among
body of Christ. believers.

What'’s interesting is that there are
no imperatives — but verbs in action. Also,
‘let’ doesn’t mean ‘allow’ in the New Testament.
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An ellipse? No, ellipsis

* The apostle Paul » So this passage is
often wrote with stated as mindsets
what is called & attitudes & the
ellipsis, that is, character of the
he left words out interactions with
for dramatic effect other believers,

& emphasis. with ellipsis for

+ He did that in this emphasis —a

passage as well. dramatic pause.

Translators often ‘smooth out’ the English.
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Finally, brethren,
whatever is true,
whatever... honorable,
whatever... right,
whatever... pure,
whatever... lovely,
whatever... of good repute,

if any excellence and
if any praise,

these things you must reckon+.

+ or consider, or figure on, as in Romans 6:11
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The basis for these
mindsets, attitudes & actions is...

* Notice that Paul » Additionally, we are
had spent quite a in the body of Christ
number of chapters by means of the
on the position & Spirit (1 Cor. 12:13).
possessions of the .« g the mindsets,
believer, & that we attitudes & actions
are in Christ & in flow from these

the Spirit, & Christ things, & not from
& the Spiritare in us. our own energies.

‘Let’ doesn’t mean ‘allow’ in the New Testament.
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The love, sincere

* “The love, sincere” + A sincere love is
is a literal trans- a love that is only
lation. unconditional love

+ Genuine love of the ~ With God as its
kind that the apostle =~ SOuUrce.
Paul is calling foris + Anything else
an unconditional is not the infinite,
love that has God unfathomable love
as its source. of God.
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Detesting utterly the evil

* It is the nature * This is the case
of who we are in because God is a
Christ & who Christ holy & righteous
isinus, & we inthe God, & it is the sin
Holy Spirit, & the nature that is drawn
Holy Spirit in us to that which is evil.
to abhor & detest o As we walk in
utterly the things fellowship with God,
that are spiritually abhoring evil will

& morally harmful. follow.
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Clinging to the good

» Consistent with * We know what is
detesting utterly the spiritually & morally
spiritually & morally evil & good by the

evil things is cling- word of God - He’s
ing to the spiritually the One who
& morally good. inspired it.

This calls for discernment on the part of
the believer, measuring everything by
what is revealed in the word of God.
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The family love
to one another as cherished family

* Romans 12:9a + But in addition to
spoke of the love that kind of love,
that is unconditional this part of verse 10
& has God as its is also calling for a
source (agape). family kind of love.

This kind of love recognizes the spiritual
reality that we in the body of Christ are

all spiritual family of a special kind: We
are all Christ’s brothers (Hebrews 2:11).
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The diligence, not lacking

» There are thingsin + Some things are
the Christian life & of a nature that they
among ourselves in ought not be just off
which we ought to & on, or now & then
be diligent. among us.

Hebrews 6:10-11a

For God is not unjust so as to forget your work
and the love which you have shown toward His
name, in having ministered and in still ministering
to the saints. 11 And we desire that each one of
you show the same diligence...
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...he who leads, with diligence...

Ephesians 4:2-3
with all humility and gentleness, with patience,
showing tolerance for one another in love, 3

being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.

2 Timothy 2:15

Be diligent to present yourself approved to
God as a workman who does not need to be
ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.
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The spirit, fervent

« The Greek word for + Revelation 3:16,

‘fervent’ literally “So because you

means ‘hot’! are lukewarm, and
A related word neither hot nor cold,

in Revelation came | will spit you out of

across like this, My mouth.

as Jesus spoke » God desires that we

through John to the be spiritually fervent
church at Laodicea: in & among ourselves.
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The Lord, serving

* The truth is that
though we are
seated with Christ
in the heavenlies,

spiritually speaking,

we don’t directly
serve the Lord
who is in heaven
as if we were there
in new bodies.

* We serve the Lord

here on earth as we
serve & minister to
others in the body
of Christ.

» As we carry out

ministry to one
another, meeting
needs, using our
gifts we serve Him.
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The hope, rejoicing

* We in the body of » But we have a fixed

Christ are not just & certain & absolute
hopeful of a good hope that the Lord
outcome of the will come for us &
events here we will be with

on earth. Him forever.

The reason that we would be rejoicing:
“...looking for the blessed hope and the
appearing of the glory of our great God
and Savior, Christ Jesus...” Titus 2:13
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For the grace of God has appeared, bringing
salvation to all men, 12 instructing us to deny
ungodliness and worldly desires and to live
sensibly, righteously and godly in the present
age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and the
appearing of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself
for us to redeem us from every lawless deed,
and to purify for Himself a people for His

own possession, zealous for good deeds.
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The tribulation,
bearing under circumstances

* There are two * The Greek word
main words for that is used here
patience in the means patience
Greek language, with frustrating or
& one of them possibly difficult
means patience circumstances,
with people, as bearing up under
in Galatians 5:22, them & persevering
with the fruit of faithfully, & trusting

the Spirit. God through them.
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The prayer, continuing
» The truth is that if » But these words

we actively prayed are a lot like, “Pray
constantly, most of without ceasing” in
us would not get 1 Thessalonians
much else done, 5:17.

especially those « The best way to
things which think of the prayer
required focus continuing is ‘at

& concentration. every opportunity’.
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To the needs of the saints, sharing

» Saints have various + The word
kinds & magnitudes for sharing is
of needs at different related to the
times, & in different word for fellow-
places. ship.

At one point the apostle Paul had the
church at Corinth, with other churches,
sharing in the needs of the saints in
Jerusalem (1 Corinthians 16:1-4).
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The hospitality, giving

» Hospitality is one of + The Greek word

those overlooked meant literally, to
words in the New love [as in family]
Testament. strangers.

While hospitality is a long-standing
Christian quality of character, it was
especially important when Christians
traveled in pagan lands, where the
publicly available places to stay
were often quite degraded.




[image: image20.png]Romans 12:13
Hospitality has
nothing to do with hospitals

» The hospitality » The hospitality is
expresses that one way of sharing
the Christians in the needs of the
are family. saints.

The hospitality also places a high
value on Christian fellowship. Itis an
opportunity to fellowship with other
brothers & sisters in the Lord, sharing
where you are at, spiritually, what you’re
learning, where you’re growing, etc.




[image: image21.png]1 Timothy 5:10; A widow is eligible for support
if she has shown hospitality to strangers...

Hebrews 13:2

Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by
this some have entertained angels without knowing it.

1 Timothy 3:2

An overseer, then, must be... hospitable...
Titus 1.7, 8, 9

The overseer must be... hospitable...

1 Peter 4.9

Be hospitable to one another without complaint.
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