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‘Let’ doesn’t mean ‘allow’
anywhere in the New Testament

« So this verse is + Literally, the verse
not saying that we says, “The brotherly
should allow the love must actively

love of the brethren be continuing.”
to continue, orthat  « \While that sounds

we should stop not  pretty brief, there
allowing the love are several things
of the brethren to be examined &

to continue. explored.
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This is a family kind of love

« We often read < But in this case,
& hear about the as we also saw in
kind of love that is Romans 12:9-13,
unconditional & has this is calling for a
God as its source family kind of love

(agape). (phileo).

This kind of love recognizes the spiritual
reality that we in the body of Christ are
all spiritual family of a special kind: We

are all Christ’s brothers (Hebrews 2:11).
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Not quite like a human family

* In a human family » But God has none
there might typically of these other kinds
be fathers & mothers,  of typical extended
& brothers & sisters family relationships

in-law, & aunts, & because we are
uncles, & cousins, all of us Christ’s
& grandparents, spiritual brethren
& such. (Hebrews 2:11).

We are all of us God’s children
(Ephesians 5:1; 1 John 3:2).
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Rather than ‘Let’, actively love!

« The word ‘Let’ can < But the verb tense

seem to imply that in Hebrews 13:1
we simply allow says that these
something to believers are
happen, or to actively

that we stop express a
preventing it brotherly love
from happening. to one another.

Actively showing & expressing brotherly
love isn’t just waiting around for a feeling!
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All y’all must,
as an individual act of will...

» The brotherly love » That love is to be

— a family love —is motivated by grace
an imperative. Itis & is based on the
a love that must be position that all
shown among the believers have as
believers, & that brothers of Christ
applies to every & children of God
single one of them. — forever family.

The imperative is an appeal to the will
to actively express brotherly love.
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Continuously!

* That active * |t is not based on
expression of occasional contact
brotherly love as with the body of
an act of will among Christ, nor once
the believers is to in a while, nor just
be continuous! when we feel like it.

Why continuous? Because the grace
that motivates the brotherly love & the

position we have as Christ’s brothers
& as children of God are nonstop.




[image: image7.png]


[image: image8.png]


[image: image9.png]Hebrews 13:2; Romans 12:13

But | don’t want to go to the hospital!

» Hospitality is one of + The Greek word

those overlooked meant literally, to
words in the New love [as in family]
Testament. strangers.

While hospitality is a long-standing
Christian quality of character, it was
especially important when Christians
traveled in pagan lands, where the
publicly available places to stay were
often quite degraded & very expensive.
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‘The hospitality’ says & does

* ‘The hospitality’ * ‘The hospitality’ is
expresses that one way of sharing
the Christians in the needs of the
are family. saints.

‘The hospitality’ also places a high
value on Christian fellowship. Itis an
opportunity to fellowship with other
brothers & sisters in the Lord, sharing
where you are at, spiritually, what you’re
learning, where you’re growing, etc.
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...practicing hospitality.

1 Timothy 5:10; A widow is eligible for support
if she has shown hospitality to strangers...

1 Timothy 3:2
An overseer, then, must be...hospitable...

Titus 1:7, 8,9
The overseer must be...hospitable...

1 Peter 4.9
Be hospitable to one another without complaint.
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“...some have
entertained angels without knowing it.”
* There are three » The three specific
specific instances instances are found
in God’s word in in Genesis 18:1-10,
which, “...some Genesis 19:1-3 &
have entertained Judges 13:15-25,
angels without & these Hebrews
knowing it.” would know that.

In Judges 13:15-25, Manoah, father of Samson,
was visited by the angel of the Lord, whom we
take as the pre-incarnate Son of God.
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¢ Manoah & his » Judges 13:22, “So
wife, parents of Manoah said to his
Samson, had wife, "We will surely
a visit from the die, for we have
angel of the Lord. seen God."

* Now, ‘the angel of  « We take it that the
the Lord’ is not the pre-incarnate Son
same as ‘an angel of God (Christ)
of the Lord’ (e.g., appeared to

(Matthew 28:2). Manoah & his wife.
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» The angeloftheLord + As in this account

speaks as God, doing
things that God does
(Genesis 16:7-12;
21:17-18; 22:11-18;
Exodus 3:2; Judges
2:1-4; 5:23; 6:11-24;
13:3-22; 2 Samuel
24:16; Zechariah
1:12; 3:1; 12:8).

with Manoah, many
who see the angel

of the Lord say that
they have seen God.

Since appearances
of the angel of the
Lord end at Christ’s
birth, we take Him to
be the Son of God.
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We may not know, at the time,
what God will do with events

» The larger principle
in this is not just
that we ought to
show hospitality to
strangers because
we might be hosts
to angels, but rather
that we don’t know
what God is doing
in any situation.

What might seem
insignificant to us at
the moment may be
very pivotal to other
people in ways that
we don’t expect at
the time, and...
Hospitality is part of
‘the good work that
God has prepared’.
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What's the context for this verse?

* While we have * We have it in the
facilities in the US New Testament
called jails, prisons, that John the
correctional institu- Baptist, Peter,

tions, penitentiaries Paul, Silas &
& such, the context Timothy all

for this verse is the spent some
Roman empire, time in some
about 67 AD. kind of prison.

In 2 Corinthians 11:23, Paul wrote of his trials,
including, “...more abundant imprisonments...”
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Prisons in the Roman Empire

» Prisons were often  + Beatings were often

holding cells until given to prisoners
a time of judgment before or in the
for release, further midst of a trial,
punishment of some  or with no trial
kind, or execution. at all.
* The legal system * And, if one did
was not like ours, not have friends
either. orrelatives outside...

One could be very miserable, & possibly die there.
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Jewish Christians & ill-treatment

» \We have multiple * The ill-treatment

evidences that by their fellow Jews
Christians could may have been one
easily be ill-treated, of the motivations
& Jewish Christians for these Jewish
were especially Christians to slide
at risk of being ill- back under the
treated by both the Jewish sacrificial
Gentiles & even system — Jews

their fellow Jews. might back off.
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This verse is focused
upon support of Christians

» As with brotherly » Later in this same
love, & showing chapter we will
hospitality to read, “Take notice
strangers, & as that our brother
we will soon see, Timothy has been
this & other verses released, with
in chapter 13 were whom, if he comes
written mainly with soon, | will see

relationships among  you.” Hebrews
Christians in view. 13:23.
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You must remember...
as bound with them

* ‘Remember’ was » That remembering
written as a grace- was to come with a
motivated imperative, mindset of having
with the idea that all been bound in
of them must be prison with them,
remembering the in the perfect tense!
onesboundinthe . |tis as if you were
prison, with a very already bound there
intense qualifier to in prison with them,

follow... & you still are!
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God does not want our
fellowship to be casual & incidental

« We’re not even
close to done
going through
this chapter,
but it is clear
already that God
does not intend
that the fellowship
among believers be
casual & incidental.

We believers are
spiritual family
forever.

We believers, even
if strangers, socially,
have a basis for
family love.

We believers are to
act with imaginative
empathy.
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