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Literally, “Honorable the marriage, in all’

» Marriage was » Marriage is an
originated by God arrangement for
Himself & it was earthly times, but it
established before pictures the eternal

mankind fell into sin romance of Christ
in & through Adam. & the church.

In these ways marriage is made from
heaven & marriage serves as a living

illustration of the romance in heaven,
which is why it must be held in honor.




[image: image2.png]Hebrews 13:4

Jewish Christians among the pagans

» Two thirds of » The pagan culture
the Jews in New required wives to
Testament times be faithful to their
lived outside of husbands, but not
Israel, & many husbands to their
of these were wives, & men were
influenced by the not typically celibate
pagan culture. before marriage.

Jewish people in Gentile lands were
often influenced by the pagan culture.
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Honoring marriage

does not come from the world

» The tendency in » So, increasingly
our own culture has we must go very
beento showless & deliberately to the
less honor for word of God to see
marriage. what marriage is.

Marriage is often the target of comedy
punch lines, living together before or
entirely outside of marriage is the case
in about 2/3 of relationships, & ‘open’
marriage, & ‘gay’ marriage, have all
dishonored marriage in our culture.
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Among all

» Within the body of
Christ marriage is to
be honored among
all —that’s everyone
related to the bride
& groom, friends of
the bride & groom,
& the bride & groom
among themselves.

» Marriage ought to

be honored by all in
the body of Christ
as something God
established from
the beginning,
illustrating the
romance that

will never end.
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And do not get drunk with wine, for that

is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,

19 speaking to one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making
melody with your heart to the Lord; 20 always
giving thanks for all things in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father; 21
and being subject to one another in the fear of
Christ, 22 wives, to your own husbands, as

to the Lord... 33 Nevertheless, each man
among you also is to love his own wife even
as himself, and the wife [must see to it] that
she respects her husband.
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Ephesians 5:23-32
Relation

Husband : Wife
Christ : Church
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25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church
and gave Himself up for her,

Asacrificial love | Motivation: love & joy

26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing
of water with the word, 27 that He might present to Himself the church
in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that
she would be holy and blameless.

Asanctifying love | Spiritual intimacy

28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own
bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; 29 for no one ever
hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also
does the church, 30 because we are members of His body.

Acaring love Emotional intimacy

31 For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall
be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. 32 This
mystery is great; but | am speaking with reference to Christ and the

church. Abonded love Physical intimacy
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You husbands in the same way, live with

your wives in an understanding way, as with
someone weaker, since she is a woman; and
show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of
life, so that your prayers will not be hindered.

+ Understanding her, personally, & what God’s
word says about the marriage relationship.

- As a woman she has unique vulnerabilities.

- Show her honor, since even though she
has a different earthly role, her heavenly
position in Christ is exactly the same as his.
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The marriage bed is to be undefiled

» This is referring to » Physical intimacy is

physical intimacy between a husband
in marriage, & it & wife, in marriage.
means several « Physical intimacy
things: expresses love,

» Physical intimacy mutually.
is the completing « Abstention from
expression of the physical intimacy
four loves given in has specific

Ephesians 5:25-32.  qualifications.
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Now concerning the things about which

you wrote, “It is good for a man not to touch a
woman.” 2 But because of immoralities, each
man is to have his own wife, and each woman
is to have her own husband. 3 The husband
must fulfill his duty to his wife, and likewise
also the wife to her husband...

5 Stop depriving one another, except by
agreement for a time, so that you may devote
yourselves to prayer, and come together again
so that Satan will not tempt you because of
your lack of self-control.
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“Stop depriving one another...”

» The fact that Paul is + The Greek word that
telling the husbands is translated in verse

& wives not to be 5 as “depriving” is the
depriving one same word used in

another strongly 1 Corinthians 6.7 &8
implies that they that meant ‘damages

had been doing just that might be worthy
that, up to this point.  of going to court’!

Spouses denying mutual fulfillment & serving
one another is like fraud, swindling & cheating!
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The exceptions

+ If denying mutual » So Paul provides
fulfillment & serving the conditions for
one another is seen the special case
on general principle where a married
as defrauding, then couple can abstain:
it makes sense that « 1) py their mutual
any exception to agreement, 2) for a
this would be a time, 3) for a good
special case. & valid purpose.
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But the Spirit explicitly says that in later
times some will fall away from the faith,
paying attention to deceitful spirits and
doctrines of demons, 2 by means of the
hypocrisy of liars seared in their own con-
science as with a branding iron, 3 men who
forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from
foods which God has created to be gratefully
shared in by those who believe and know the
truth. 4 For everything created by God is good,
and nothing is to be rejected if it is received
with gratitude; 5 for it is sanctified by means
of the word of God and prayer.
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Fornicators & adulterers

* Fornication refers to + Adulterers refers to
any sexual activity a married person
or expression thatis  who is sexually
outside of marriage. unfaithful.

Of course, in the pagan world there was no
prohibition for the man against either of these
things, & only the woman could be guilty of
adultery, so the author of Hebrews is urging
that the believers have an understanding
that comes from the word & not the world.
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Let’s talk about judging

* God’s will is that * If we see that we
believers abstain are ‘out of God'’s
from sexual will’ in this or any
immorality (1 other area of life, in
Thessalonians thought or in action,
4:3), that is, the biblical priority
sexual expression is to first judge our
& experience own selves in the

outside of marriage. matter.
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Judging ourselves

* Injudging ourselves, + Grace doesn’t mean

the goal is restora- that there will be no
tion of fellowship consequences.
with the Lord &in .« Forgiveness should
our re'atlonShlpS. be there among the
* |t is important to believers (see in
realize that there Ephesians 4:32),
may still be some but trust can take

consequences. time to rebuild.
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Church discipline

+ If the sin has come  + Another principle is

to the point where that the minimum
confrontation is number required
required, there to bring about the
is a biblical restoration is what
sequence that the Bible calls for —
must be followed, not instant church-
& still, the goal is wide blowup upon

restoration all along.  discovery of sin.
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God will judge
+ If a believer does » God can bring
not judge himself, about discipline of
& the church does a believer, as we
not judge, God is saw in Hebrews

the ultimate Judge. 12:4-7.

And the Lord can take that judgment

to the point of taking the believer home
early (1 Corinthians 11:30; 1 John 5:16).
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Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the
cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall
be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord.
28 But a man must examine himself, and in so
doing he is to eat of the bread and drink of the
cup. 29 For he who eats and drinks, eats and
drinks judgment to himself if he does not judge
the body rightly. 30 For this reason many
among you are weak and sick, and a number
sleep. 31 But if we judged ourselves rightly,

we would not be judged. 32 But when we are
judged, we are disciplined by the Lord so that
we will not be condemned along with the world.
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What God intends: honor

» Honoring marriage  + Honoring marriage

is honoring God’s in these earthly
original purpose times also says

in establishing that we honor the
marriage, & it relationship that
honors God, we have in time

the one who in order to honor the
established eternal romance of
marriage. Christ & the church.

We are to live this day for That Day!
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