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The manner of life of you all [is to be] without
affection for silver, being content and satisfied
with the things you have; for He has once said
with continuing and permanent validity,
"There is not the slightest possibility that |

will ever desert you, nor is there the slightest
possibility that | will ever forsake you!"
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An insight into Jewish History

* The words of God
through Moses & to
Joshua & to Israel
were in preparation
for Israel going into
the promised land.

* The Israelites were
told to be strong &
courageous — God

would be with them.

* But the Israelites
rather quickly fell
into dependence
upon other things
than God for their
security & eventually
were taken from the
promised land to
other lands —
the Diaspora.
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A bit more on Jewish History

» ByNew Testament + The author of

times about 2/3 Hebrews, having
of the Jews lived seenthistrendasa
outside of Israel, significant spiritual
& many of them, problem amongthe
moving from place Jews, urges these
to place, sought Hebrew Christians
security in portable to put their full &
wealth, like silver ultimate trust in

coins. God, notsilver.
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One’s manner of life
comes from character

¢ Our manner of « As believers, we are
life on the outside called to place our
comes from where ultimate trust & value
we place ultimate in the Lord & to
trust & value, & place our affections
where we find our on the things that
security & place He values, & to
our affections set our minds
on the inside. on things above.

Our manner of life will reflect that.
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The love of money

» The one Greek » One of the ongoing
word translated character require-
as ‘free from the ments for elders
love of money’ is that they not
literally means, be fond of silver
‘not fond of silver’. (1 Timothy 3:3).

The word for brotherly love & family
affection in Hebrews 13:1 & for ‘a family
affection’ for strangers in 13:2 is of the
same kind as the love of silver!
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Content with the things you have

» There are those » Today’s advertising
who are driven to is aimed to make
possess things or you dissatisfied
money or both, & with what you
there is a place have, so that
for both things you will part
& money. with money.

So advertising will appeal to fear, greed,
power, pleasure, popularity, intelligence
& idiocy so that you will be dissatisfied.
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Not that | speak from want, for | have learned
to be content in whatever circumstances | am.
12 | know how to get along with humble
means, and | also know how to live in
prosperity; in any and every circumstance
| have learned the secret of being filled and
going hungry, both of having abundance and
suffering need. 13 | can do all things through
Him who strengthens me. 14 Nevertheless,
you have done well to share with me in my
affliction.
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But godliness actually is a means of great
gain when accompanied by contentment. 7
For we have brought nothing into the world, so
we cannot take anything out of it either. 8 If we
have food and covering, with these we shall be
content. 9 But those who want to get rich fall
into temptation and a snare and many foolish
and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin
and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a
root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing
for it have wandered away from the faith
and pierced themselves with many griefs.



[image: image9.png]God’s words to Joshua & Israel in Joshua 1:2-5

"Moses My servant is dead; now therefore
arise, cross this Jordan, you and all this
people, to the land which | am giving to them,
to the sons of Israel. 3 Every place on which
the sole of your foot treads, | have given it to
you, just as | spoke to Moses. 4 From the
wilderness and this Lebanon, even as far as
the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land
of the Hittites, and as far as the Great Sea
toward the setting of the sun will be your
territory. 5 No man will be able to stand before
you all the days of your life. Just as | have
been with Moses, | will be with you; | will

not fail you or forsake you."
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“I will never, nor will | ever”

* In English it is * In English we would
not proper to use a say something like,
double negative, but “It is not even
in New Testament remotely possible
Greek a double that...” or “There
negative was used is not the slightest
to be emphatic & chance that...” to
absolute: ‘not not’. say the same thing.

Hebrews 13:5 has ‘not not’ twice!
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Desert, forsake

* The two English * ‘Forsake’ comes
words reflect two from a word that
different Greek carries the idea
words. of leaving behind.

* ‘Desert’ comes from + Sothesetwo words
a word that carries are synonyms, &
the idea of leaving, they convey that
as in abandoning. God stays with us.

God absolutely, absolutely stays with us.
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So that we confidently say

< QOur confidence in « The confidence of

the Lord is not a the believeris 100%
confide_n_c_e in & not 95% +/-5%.
probabilities, « And that is not the
as if we're pretty case because we're
sure the Lord will pretty gullible, but

be our Helper, or at because He is 100%
leastwe leanthatway. worthy of our trust.

God has proven Himself worthy for generations.



[image: image13.png]Hebrews 13:6; Psalm 118:6 from the Greek Old Testament

‘Helper does not mean ‘assistant’

» Helper does not » Helper does
mean that God not mean that
provides some God comes
assistance here running every
& there, now & time | call.
then. + Helper means

» Helper does not that | need Him
mean He’s there all the time — it
to pick me up is not optional

every time [ fall. assistance.
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God never delegates anything to us

* God did not have us
crucified with Christ,
have us made to be
in Christ, in the Holy
Spirit, & indwell us
with the Holy Spirit
& with Christ so that
we can carry out His
delegated duties
independently.

* God desires that
we have ongoing
fellowship with Him
while Christ lives
His life in & through
us, by means of
the Holy Spirit’s
energizing &
empowering
& enabling.
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| will not be afraid

« Will | not be afraid
because God will
stop anything bad
from happening?

« Will | not be afraid
because | know
that God will check
with me first before
allowing anything
into my life?

« Will | not be afraid

because God will
give me what | ask
forin Christ’'s name?

Orwill I not be afraid
because my spirit-
ual position & bless-
ings & citizenship
cannot be touched
by any human?
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What will man do to me?

¢ Other human * However, God is
beings, through I going to use those
intent, negligence, things as a part of
& selfishness can conforming us into
cause us all kinds the image of Christ
of real problems. (Romans 8:28, 29).

And there is no way that any human
being can touch my spiritual blessings
in the heavenly places in Christ, my
heavenly seating, or citizenship.
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So...

* Should | save * Is it OK for me to
money for anti- have & to spend
cipated future money, to buy &
needs & for to sell? Yes (same
giving? Yes references, plus
(1 Corinthians Luke 22:15; John
16:2; 14:8; & other
2 Corinthians passages in

12:14). Proverbs).
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Atissue is...

» Contrary to what » Believers are
some have said, called to love
money is not the God & others
root of all evil, but as a response to
Paul wrote that His love for us & to
the affectionate have family love for
attachment to our earthly families
it is a root of all & spiritual family, &
sorts of evil (see to find our ultimate

1 Timothy 6:10). security in the Lord.
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