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Pagans, Jews & Christians

» The pagans ofthe  + Except in the

first century would earlier years of the
look at the lives of Christian faith, the
Christians & see Jews of New Test-
no visible temple, ment times didn’t
sacrifices or altars. see the Jewish

« They concluded Christians using
that the Christians the temple in
must be atheists. Jerusalem.

So Jews didn’t see any visible ‘religion’ either.
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We have [a right to] an altar

* In the New ¢ That is the case
Testament letters here: we who are
‘we have’ is at times believers in Christ
a statement of our have an altar.
spiritual possession, « This word for ‘altar’
which we have means both the
based on our physical altar &
spiritual position. the sacrifice on it.

As opposed to those who have
no right to the altar, we do have a right.
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And that altar that we have arightto is...

* The altar that we * With the sacrificial
have a right to is system under the
Christ, who is a Law of Moses only
high priest of those of the tribe of
the order of Levi could serve as
Melchizedek, priests & have a
& the Lamb of right to the altar
God, & the altar! in Jerusalem.

But we who believe all have priestly access
to Christ, the High Priest, the sacrifice & altar.
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Those who serve
the tabernacle have no right

* Those who serve » Those qualified
the tabernacle have under the Law
no right to eat ofthe  of Moses & the
altar from which we principle of law

eat, because the are absolutely
qualification comes excluded from

by faith in Christ, the rights we

& not by tribal have under the
ethnicity & law principle of grace:

keeping. they have ‘no right’!
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Now as for the flesh of the sacrifice of his
thanksgiving peace offerings, it shall be eaten
on the day of his offering; he shall not leave
any of it over until morning.

16 But if the sacrifice of his offering is a votive
or a freewill offering, it shall be eaten on the
day that he offers his sacrifice, and on the next
day what is left of it may be eaten; 17 but what
is left over from the flesh of the sacrifice on the
third day shall be burned with fire.
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But the bull of the sin offering and the goat of
the sin offering, whose blood was brought in
to make atonement in the holy place, shall be
taken outside the camp, and they shall burn
their hides, their flesh, and their refuse in the
fire. 28 Then the one who burns them shall
wash his clothes and bathe his body with
water, then afterward he shall come into

the camp.

(See also Leviticus 4:21 & 6:30)
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‘Tabernacle’ & ‘camp’ point to
the Israelites in the wilderness

« The tabernacle ¢ The author of
was the one in the Hebrews tends to
wilderness, as was minimize mention
the camp of the of the temple in
Israelites. Jerusalem.

The word ‘tabernacle’ occurs nine times in
Hebrews, but the word ‘temple’ does not occur
once. The word ‘camp’, which applied to the
Israelites in the wilderness, is equivalent to
outside the ‘gate’ in Jerusalem’s walls.
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The Day of Atonement

» On the Day of » But the rest of the
Atonement the High animal had to be
Priest would take taken outside the

the blood of the sin camp & burned
offering & offer that entirely.

inside the Holy + The priests were
Place & the not to eat of the
Holy of Holies. sin offering.

Why? The sin offering had their sins on it.



[image: image9.png]Hebrews 13:12

The temple sacrifices point to Christ

» Christ, offering < But the location
Himself, as a priest where the sin
who offers the offering was
sacrifice, was also taken, outside
the sacrifice, taking the camp, &
our sins upon with the temple,
Himself, & like outside the gate,
an altar, He is the is also comparable

place of offering. towhere Christ died.
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Sanctify with His own blood

» The High Priest » Jesus, our High
would offer the Priest, offered up
blood of the sin His own blood on
offering in the the cross, but did
Holy Place & the so outside gate in
Holy of Holies. a place of reproach.

Christ, the righteous & holy one, & our sin
offering, suffered for our sins in an unholy place

& in an unholy way. He did that to sanctify us,
that is, to set us apart for a holy purpose.
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He meant to do that!

* Christ suffered * Centuries of error in
outside the gate in church history, with
order to sanctify us. consequences into

« Butitis very this last century,
important to point have come from
out that ‘suffered’is  Christians not
in the active voice: understanding
Christ suffered for that Christ gave
us intentionally & Himself for our

on purpose. sins deliberately.



[image: image12.png]Hebrews 13:13

As you may recall...

* These Jewish » So the author of
Christians were Hebrews is telling
being tempted to go these believers that
back to the Jewish they will not find

sacrificial system any answers in
as it was being the temple in
carried out in Jerusalem,

the temple in but only in
Jerusalem. Christ.

So stay with Christ, where He is,
even if that looks bad to others.
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Claiming faith in Christ
is looking pretty bad to others

» Claiming to have » As we've pointed
faith in Christ is out, those who are
increasingly a even aggressively
socially risky skeptical also have
thing to do. a great deal of faith.

We’ve said before that the skeptics
believe in multiple miracles without
a God, & without any evidence, but
Christians are being pictured as having
faith disconnected from logic & evidence.
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But the skeptics are not alone

» Walking away from + And there are a

the Jewish system great many of those
of sacrifices & in Christendom who
temple rituals will say that to live
really means under pure & total
walking away grace is scandalous
from any principle & spiritually danger-
of law whatsoever. ous & foolish.

So for you to walk with Christ entirely
under grace is outside the gate for some.
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Nothing here will last

» This world has been + The great pyramids

around for a long of Egypt were there
time, compared to before Abraham
our own lifetimes. was born.

» The early Jericho, < But the Bible tells
long before Joshua us that nothing here

is thought by some is going to last —
to be among the one day it will
oldest cities. all come apart!

We don’t have a lasting city, or a lasting anything.
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But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in
which the heavens will pass away with a roar and
the elements will be destroyed with intense heat,
and the earth and its works will be burned up.

11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in
this way, what sort of people ought you to be in
holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and
hastening the coming of the day of God, because
of which the heavens will be destroyed by
burning, and the elements will melt with intense
heat! 13 But according to His promise we are
looking for new heavens and a new earth, in
which righteousness dwells.
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