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We’re going to
find this passage amazing

* In last Sunday’s * Now we’re also
passage we found going to discover
out that we have the  that the apostle
rights to an altar, & Peter agrees that
that altar is Christ. we ought also to

e In today’s passage offer sacrifices, &
we’re going to see that everyor_le i.n the
that we in the body ~ body of Christis a
of Christ ought to member of a holy

offer sacrifices! priesthood.
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‘Him’ is Whom?

* Hebrews 13:12-13,
“Therefore Jesus
also, that He might
sanctify the people
through His own
blood, suffered
outside the gate.
13 So, letus go
out to Him...

« There is a consist-

ent message in the
New Testament
regarding how we
approach God in
the three persons
of the Trinity —three
personal beings &
one essence.
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...for through Him [Christ] we both [Jewish &
Gentile believers] have our access in one Spirit
to the Father.

Colossians 3:17

Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through
Him to God the Father.

Hebrew 7:25

Therefore He is able also to save forever those
who draw near to God through Him, since He
always lives to make intercession for them.
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Two kinds of sacrifices

* What we see in » \We give thanks
these two verses because God is,
is that two different has been, & will be
kinds of sacrifices gracioustous, &
are called for: one thanks is our
kind is a sacrifice response.
of praise, giving « Doing good &
thanks to God, & sharing is primarily
another is doing focused upon us, in

good & sharing. the body of Christ.



[image: image5.png]Spiritual sacrifices
offered to God through Jesus Christ by us,
a holy priesthood, each one of whom
has access to God

1 Peter 2:4-5

And coming to Him as to a living stone which
has been rejected by men, but is choice and
precious in the sight of God, 5 you also, as
living stones, are being built up as a spiritual
house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ.
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God is pleased

» So our offering a
sacrifice of praise,
which is focused
upon giving thanks
to God, is focused
upon Him, & it
glorifies Him, &
is not focused
on ourselves.

And our doing good
for others inthe body
of Christ & sharing
with them is also
pleasing to God.

We see that in both
these activities the
focus is not upon
ourselves.
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A grace-motivated opportunity & imperative

» ‘Let does not mean + Andthereis a
‘allow’ anywhere in negative imperative
the New Testament. telling them, & us,

« Continually offering  that we ‘must not
up a sacrifice of neglect’ doing good

praise is presented to other believers &
in the Greek text as & sharing with them,

a grace-motivated which is always
opportunity. grace-motivated.

So then, while we have opportunity, let us do
good to all people, and especially to those who
are of the household of the faith. Galatians 6:10
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Are we ‘name dropping’?

* When we say a » The biblical use of
prayer, ending it the word ‘name’ is
with ‘in Jesus name’ notjustthe sounds
we are not just that make up a
name dropping, person’s name,
nor are we using but rather refers
magical words & to the person —
incantations. all of who he is.

"Of Him [Christ] all the prophets bear witness
that through His name everyone who believes
in Him receives forgiveness of sins.“ Acts 10:43
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For this reason also, God highly exalted Him,
and bestowed on Him the name which is above
every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus
every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven
and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that

every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Isaiah 45:22-23

"Turn to Me and be saved, all the ends of the
earth; for | am God, and there is no other. 23 |
have sworn by Myself, the word has gone forth
from My mouth in righteousness and will not
turn back, that to Me every knee will bow,
every tongue will swear allegiance."
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There are
unusual words in this verse

* ‘Obey’ & ‘'submit’are + The word ‘leaders’

both imperatives — is referring to the

you must obey & elders in the church,

you must submit. but it's not the usual
» The Greek words words ‘overseer’ or

behind them are not ~ ‘elder’ or‘shepherd’.
the same ones that « ‘Keep watch over
the apostle Paul is from a word that
typically used. literally means that
they don’t sleep!
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As those who must give an account

¢ The inclination of » Elders (overseers,
some leaders in the shepherds, leaders)
world, unfortunately, who are fulfilling

& of some church their role biblically

leaders has been realize that it is

to ‘lord it over’ their place to obey

those they lead. & submit to Christ
« Elders inthe church & that there is

are not to do that accountability

(1 Peter 5:3). to Him.
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Five Crowns™:

* Victor's Crown: 1 Corinthians 9:25

* Church Founder’s Crown: 1 Thessalonians
2:19,20

» Rapture Lover's Crown: 2 Timothy 4.8

» Elder’s Crown for Service: 1 Peter 5:2-4

¢ Trial Crown: James 1:12; Revelation 2:10

Three Rewards:

» Solid Foundation Reward: 1 Corinthians 3:14
» Voluntary Service Reward: 1 Corinthians 9:17
« Inheritance Reward: Colossians 3:23,24

*stefanos = victor's crown in athletic competition
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With joy, not grief

¢ An elder must meet ¢ Over the course of

initially & continue time the shepherd
to meet a number will encounter a

of character wide variety of
qualifications, people & situations,
& must also be but the author of
willing to serve Hebrews is saying
voluntarily, based that believers have
on a desire of his a choice about how

heart for that role. they impact elders.
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Gainless

* The word that » There is nothing
is translated to be gained by
‘unprofitable’ believers living
conveys the such that the
idea that there church’s
is nothing to shepherds
be gained. have grief.

Between joy & grief, joy is better ©.
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Pray for us
* The apostle Paul * We don’t know
wrote these same exactly what is
words in both 1 & 2 behind the words
Thessalonians. that follow.

But these words likely point to some
false accusations relating to persecution,

which is alsoindicated by Hebrews 13:23,
in which we see that Timothy has
been released from prison.
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Us, we, ourselves

* The author of * So this letteris
Hebrews is writing being written in
about a ministry advance of at least

team that he hopes the author of this
will include Timothy letter coming to
(Hebrews 13:23). see these believers.

It appears that the author has been away
from these Jewish believers & wants
very much to be back with them.
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Pray that | get back with you sooner

» The author of
Hebrews apparently
was one of this very
group of Hebrew
believers, & had
been called away
for some reason,
but was hoping to
be restored to
them ASAP.

So he wanted them
to pray so that he
would be able to get
back together with
them sooner.

He had given them
strong warnings &
exhortations, but
these words tell us
that he loved them!
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High priest, priests, altar & sacrifice

* In Hebrews we’ve * We saw last

seen that Christ is Sunday that we
our heavenly high have an altar as
priest of the order well, who is Christ.

of Melchizedek, & + And today we saw
that if we're offering that we can offer

up sacrifices then sacrifices of praise
we are all priests, & thanks to God &
& Peter agrees. doing good & sharing.

The Mosaic Law priests, “serve a copy and
shadow of the heavenly things” Hebrews 8:5
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