[image: image1.png]Hebrews begins with Explanation &
finishes with Exhortation — five times!

Explanation

Exhortation

ebrews 1:1-14

ebrews 2:1-4

ebrews 2:5-18

ebrews 3:1-4:14

ebrews 4:15-5:10

ebrews 5:11-6:12

ebrews 6:13-10:18

ebrews 10:19-39

ebrews 11:1-40

ebrews 12:1-13:25
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Exhortations come with
warning & encouragement

 We will see that the <+ We will see that the

exhortations in the warnings are often
book of Hebrews stunning & intense.
come with waming  « But the warnings &
& encouragement. encouragement are
* That is true of this to be understood in
passage that we terms of the Hebrew
are exploring today cultural & language
(Hebrews 2:1-4). background.

| But the warnings are, in fact, gracious. |
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Hebrews 2:9

But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels,
namely, Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and
honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone.
Hebrews 4:16

Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that
we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Hebrews 10:29

How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has
trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the
blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the
Spirit of grace?

Hebrews 12:15

See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root

of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled;
Hebrews 13:9

Do not be carried away by varied and strange teachings; for it is good for
the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, through which those
who were so occupied were not benefited.

Hebrews 13:25

Grace be with you all.
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A written letter in an oral culture

» The literacy rate » So from the first
among Jews in verses of the book
New Testament of Hebrews to the
times was high, last verses, & even
but the Hebrews in today’s passage,
were still an oral we will see repeated
culture, placing reference to God’s
high value on & word in spoken form,
being oriented to & all of Scripture

the spoken word. supports this.
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Hebrews 1:1,2

God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many ﬁ)ortions and in many ways, 2 in these
Iﬁst daylz has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made
the world.

Hebrews 2:2,3

For if the word spoken through angels [that is the Law of Moses] proved unalterable, and every
transgression and disobedience received a just penalty 3 how will we escape if we neglect so great a
salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard,
Hebrews 3:5

Now Moses was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be
spoken later;

Hebrews 4:8

For if Joshua had given them rest, He [God] would not have spoken of another day after that.

Hebrews 7:13

For the one concerning whom these things are spoken belongs to another tribe, from which no one has
officiated at the altar.

Hebrews 9:19

For when every commandment had been spoken by Moses to all the people according to the Law, he took
the blood of the calves and the goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book
itself and all the people,

Hebrews 12:19

and to the blast of a trumpet and the sound of words which sound was such that those who heard begged
that no further word [from God] be spoken to them.

Hebrews 13:7

Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their
conduct, imitate their faith.

There are also passages in Hebrews using testimony, testifying & testified.
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For this reason

* ‘For this reason’ * From Hebrews 1:4
means the message  to 1:14 the Sonis
of Hebrews chapter shown to be unlike
1, that is, God has the angels in some
spoken through the very substantial
prophets & through ways, & this letter

His Son, who has was needed be-
a unique position cause the readers
& relationship to had lost sight of

the Father. who Christ was & is.
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Much closer attention
to what we have heard

» Thereaders had » \We pointed out that
heard the truth the book of Hebrews
about Christ, & uses a number of
even were later shipping terms &
told that they this verse is among
ought to be those passages.
teachers by + The “much closer
now (Hebrews attention” term was
5:11-14), given used for bringing a

all they’d heard. ship to land.
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So that we do not drift away

» So after bringing a

ship to land it would

be held there by
either an anchor or
by tying ropes to

moorings on a pier.

» To “drift away” was
the term for a ship
being pulled away
& then lost at sea.

¢ The author wrote

‘we’ so as to include
himself in that same
“drift away” hazard.

After having come
to know Christ, &
having gained a
position in Christ,
we can ‘lose sight’
of Him by neglect.
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Christ is the harbor
we have been brought to

» The eternal position + Though our eternal
we’ve been brought position in Christ
to by faith is center- cannot be tainted,
ed upon Christ: lost, harmed, or

» We are in Him, & diminished, we
He is in us; we have  can, in our daily
been placed into the ~ condition, drift
church, the body away from it by
of Christ: & we are neglect or lack
betrothed to Him. of attention.
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The word spoken through angels

» \We have multiple » Galatians 3:19
indications that the “Why the Law then?
Law of Moses - with It was added
its 613 statutes-was  because of
delivered by means transgressions,

of angels: having been
» Hebrews 2:2 & ordained through
Acts 7:53 say so. angels...”

The Old Testament said angels were present.
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Now this is the blessing with which Moses the
man of God blessed the sons of Israel before
his death. 2 He said, "The Lord came from
Sinai, and dawned on them from Seir; He
shone forth from Mount Paran, and He came
from the midst of ten thousand holy ones; at
His right hand there was flashing lightning
for them. 3 Indeed, He loves the people; all
Your holy ones are in Your hand, and they
followed in Your steps; everyone receives of
Your words. 4 Moses charged us with a law,
a possession for the assembly of Jacob."

+ Greek Old Testament. See also Psalm 68:17.



[image: image14.png]Psalm 68:17 (KJV)

The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even
thousands of angels: the Lord is among them,
as in Sinai, in the holy place.
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The unalterable Law defines

¢ The Law of Moses ¢ So the unalterable

was not given in Law of Moses did
such a way that define righteousness
the people of Israel on earth, & defined
could pick the rules violation of any of
they liked, or even those statutes & the
negotiate anything. just penalty for each.

The Law of Moses determined earthly
consequences (& blessing or cursing) for
earthly actions, but gave no empowerment.
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The Law could end life,
but could not save anyone

+» A critical point in the + But salvation for all

understanding of people for all time,
verses 2 & 3 is that from Adam to the
the Law of Moses last one born on
dictated what one this planet who is
must do or not do descended from
on earth, only from Adam, is by faith in
earthly resources, God’s provision for
& could end life salvation, which is

but not give life. ‘a great salvation’.
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The Law isn’t going to help you!

» The Law was really + Though the Law

good at measuring could bring on a
shortcomings & great condemnation,
dealing out con- that only doubly
demnation & emphasized the
punishment, so need for great

that’s why we need salvation through
the salvation that faith in Christ, the

only Christ offers. only way of escape.
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Neglect

» The author of » Slipping back under
Hebrews warned the law is neglect of
about neglect of the relationship that
the salvation that Christ established
these believers entirely by grace.
already had. + Neglect won't hurt

¢ He didn’t write the relationship,
about not being which is positional,

saved, nor of losing but fellowship, in our
one’s own salvation. condition, can suffer.
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Spoken, confirmed, God testifying

* The message &
content of this ‘so
great a salvation’
was spoken of by
the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself.

« Those who heard
Him, the disciples,

confirmed what He

said as witnesses.

» God testified with

those who heard &
confirmed the word
spoken by Christ.

God did that by
signs, wonders,
miracles & gifts of
the Spirit through
those who heard &
confirmed the word.
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Luke 18:32-33

"For He [the Son of Man] will be handed

over to the Gentiles, and will be mocked and
mistreated and spit upon, 33 and after they
have scourged Him, they will kill Him; and
the third day He will rise again."

Luke 24:45-47

Then He opened their minds to understand the
Scriptures, 46 and He said to them, "Thus it is
written, that the Christ would suffer and rise
again from the dead the third day, 47 and that
repentance for forgiveness of sins would be
proclaimed in His name to all the nations,
beginning from Jerusalem."
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Acts 3:14-15 (see also Acts 2:32)

"But you disowned the Holy and Righteous
One and asked for a murderer to be granted to
you, 15 but put to death the Prince of life, the
one whom God raised from the dead, a fact

to which we are witnesses."

Acts 5:30-32

"The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom
you had put to death by hanging Him on a cross.
31 "He is the one whom God exalted to His
right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant
repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.
32 And we are witnesses of these things..."
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Acts 10:39-43

"We are witnesses of all the things He did both
in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They
also put Him to death by hanging Him on a cross.
40 God raised Him up on the third day and
granted that He become visible, 41 not to all
the people, but to witnesses who were chosen
beforehand by God, that is, to us who ate and
drank with Him after He arose from the dead. 42
And He ordered us to preach to the people, and
solemnly to testify that this is the One who has
been appointed by God as Judge of the living
and the dead. 43 Of Him all the prophets bear
witness that through His name everyone who
believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins."”
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God also testifying

» Signs — » Miracles —
Supernatural events  Supernatural
acting as proofs & displays of God’s
clear indications awesome power

* Wonders - * Gifts of the
Supernatural acts Holy Spirit —
causing wonder & Supernatural gifts
awe among the distributed among
witnesses the body of Christ

God testified with the witnesses by these things.
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So great a salvation

» \We have, by » Having been
the great love with blessed with every
which God loved us spiritual blessing in
(Ephesians 2:4-7) the heavenly places

S0 great a salvation. in Christ, & having
+ That Christ died had our spiritual
for our sins is only senses opened,

the beginning of the ~ itmakesnosense
very great salvation ~ to neglect what
lavished upon us. Wwe now can see.
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