John 8:31-59
Some seem to have believed in Christ on this pilgrimage:

John 7:31

But many of the crowd believed in Him; and they were saying, "When the Christ comes, He will not perform more signs than those which this man has, will He?"
John 8:30

As He spoke these things, many came to believe in Him.

We will see how deep and sincere their belief is as we move through this passage.  Some key themes of this passage are:

· My word

· His word

· Abraham

· Father

· Truth and lies

Jesus’ first use of ‘My word’ was back in John 5:24, where ‘My word’ referred to the gospel message from the Father that whoever believes will have eternal life.

John 5:24

"Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life."

The Jews that Jesus is talking to, however, have believed, so it would seem, such that Jesus’ next use of ‘My word’ has to do with learning and discipleship after having believed.  These Jews supposedly know the truth sufficient to believe for salvation, but they need to continue on so that they know the truth that will take them beyond the truths of initial salvation and make them free.
John 8:31-33

So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free."  33 They answered Him, "We are Abraham's descendants and have never yet been enslaved to anyone; how is it that You say, 'You will become free'?"  

These Jews had been taught that just because they were physical descendents of Abraham they had certain spiritual guarantees.  They also saw Jesus’ reference to slavery and freedom in earthly and human terms.  They did not understand that Jesus was referring to freedom from slavery to spiritual ignorance, and sin.  Jesus is going to explain this next.
John 8:34-38

Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin.  35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son does remain forever.  36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.  37 I know that you are Abraham's descendants; yet you seek to kill Me, because My word has no place in you.  38 I speak the things which I have seen with My Father; therefore you also do the things which you heard from your father."  

We could put verse 34 in expanded and explained form in this way, “Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who continually commits sins is the slave of the sin principle”.  A principle, in this case, is the way things work.
Though the Jews, as descendents of Abraham, counted themselves as sons, Jesus was giving them the bad news that the principle of sin makes people slaves, not sons.  But if someone wishes to be free, and no longer a slave, then the Son of God is the one who can make him free.
Jesus does not dispute that they are physical descendents of Abraham, but He states openly the leaders of the Jews are seeking to kill Him, though unsuccessfully, so far.  By telling them that “My word has no place in you’ He is saying that His word is not going anywhere in them.     
John 8:39-43

They answered and said to Him, "Abraham is our father." Jesus said to them, "If you are Abraham's children, do the deeds of Abraham.  40 But as it is, you are seeking to kill Me, a man who has told you the truth, which I heard from God; this Abraham did not do.  41 "You are doing the deeds of your father." They said to Him, "We were not born of fornication; we have one Father: God." 42 Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and have come from God, for I have not even come on My own initiative, but He sent Me.  43 "Why do you not understand what I am saying? It is because you cannot hear My word.  
The Jews Jesus is talking to are going back to their physical descent from Abraham.  Rather than do the deeds of Abraham, which were by faith (Hebrews 11:8, 17, “By faith Abraham…”), these Jews were counting on their descent from Abraham for salvation.  In doing so, they had justified plotting to kill Jesus.  

Jesus points to fatherhood as the core issue:  Though claiming to have God as their father, these Jews, in plotting to kill Jesus, were showing that God was not, in fact, their father.  If God were their true Father, then it would be evident by their love for Christ, who was sent by the true God and Father.  These did not understand, because they could not take in Christ’s message, neither could they let go of the substantial falsehoods they had been taught and also propagated among others in the Jewish population.  We will see that though it is earlier said that these believe, that they in fact do not believe.

John 8:44-47

"You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.  45 "But because I speak the truth, you do not believe Me.  46 "Which one of you convicts Me of sin? If I speak truth, why do you not believe Me?  47 "He who is of God hears the words of God; for this reason you do not hear them, because you are not of God."
Jesus gets explicit – these Jews are of their father the devil.  They are like in character and close in relationship to the devil
.  Satan is characterized as:

· A murderer from the beginning

· Does not stand in truth

· No truth in him

· Speaks lies from his nature

· A liar and the father of lies

These Jews were pretending to believe so that they could find better opportunity to kill Him, but Christ knows this and calls them out.  They will not, however, own up to their plotting.  Jesus, as opposed to the devil, speaks the truth, so they do not believe Him.  Those who are of God hear the words of God, and those who aren’t don’t.    

John 8:48-51
The Jews answered and said to Him, "Do we not say rightly that You are a Samaritan and have a demon?" 49 Jesus answered, "I do not have a demon; but I honor My Father, and you dishonor Me.  50 But I do not seek My glory; there is One who seeks and judges.  51 Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he will never see death."
The proof that Jesus was a Jew was in the records right across the temple courtyard.  But calling Jesus a Samaritan was not a truth claim, but simply an insult.  That Jesus, who had cast out demons, had a demon was also not a truth claim but an insult.  Even having cast out demons, Jesus was more than once accused of doing so through Satan.
  
Jesus denies, of course, that He has a demon, says that He honors the Father but that they dishonor Him, which is true.  He tells them that He doesn’t seek His own glory.  Christ tells them the gospel, that keeping His word, which means believing (John 5:24) so that they will live eternally, so will not see death.       
John 8:52-59

The Jews said to Him, "Now we know that You have a demon. Abraham died, and the prophets also; and You say, 'If anyone keeps My word, he will never taste of death.'  53 Surely You are not greater than our father Abraham, who died? The prophets died too; whom do You make Yourself out to be?" 54 Jesus answered, "If I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing; it is My Father who glorifies Me, of whom you say, 'He is our God'; 55 and you have not come to know Him, but I know Him; and if I say that I do not know Him, I will be a liar like you, but I do know Him and keep His word.  56 "Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad."  57 So the Jews said to Him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?" 58 Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I AM."  59 Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him, but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple.

Jesus encounters the same problem here that has been evident all along: The people He talks to do not understand things spiritually, but rather earthly and physically.  So the Jews think His statement means that if one keeps His word that they will not die physically on this earth.  They wondered out loud if Jesus wasn’t claiming to be greater than Abraham – which in fact He was.

The Father, whom these Jews claim is their God, is the one who will glorify Jesus.  Jesus, who knows the Father and keeps His word, tells these Jews that they are liars.  Then He tells them that their physical father, Abraham, rejoiced to see Christ’s day, which he did by faith.  In response to the Jews questioning Jesus about having seen Abraham, Jesus goes beyond a claim to see Abraham – before Abraham existed Jesus, in the present tense, claimed, ‘I AM’ (Greek: egō eimi).  They, recognizing His claim to deity, with both the time claim (“before Abraham was born…”), and “I AM” (Greek: egō eimi).  Such a clear claim to deity brought out the Jews’ intent to kill Him, and likely moved up their time frame, but Jesus slipped away.  His time – His hour - had not yet come (John 8:20).
Understanding the verb tense of I AM, and as a claim to deity, we can say that God dwells in the eternal present, and that the sequence and passing of time is an essential aspect of the created universe.  God chose to personally enter time and be subject to time as Christ was born of Mary, and to depart time when Christ ascended.  But John 8:58 tells us that God views all times as ‘now’, and He knows and can act without being in any way limited by time. Time, for us, moves in one direction, and our knowledge of future events is indeed limited.  God is not at all limited by time in these ways.  He’s the great I AM.

Love Was When by John Walvoord
Love was when God became a man,
Locked in time and space,                          ___without rank or place;
Love was God born of Jewish kin;
Just a carpenter with some fishermen;

Refrain:

Love was when Jesus walked in history,
Lovingly He brought                                           ___a new life that's free,
Love was God nailed to bleed and die
To reach and love one such as I.  

� This and all quotes of Scripture are from the New American Standard Updated (NASU) edition, except in the case where ‘I AM’ reflects the Greek egō eimi, in which case the capitalization of ‘AM’ is not from the NASU, but specific to this handout.


� To be a ‘son of’ or a ’child of’ someone or something, when expressed spiritually in the Bible, means to be like in character or close in relationship.  So also, to have a father, spiritually speaking, meant to be like in character and close in relationship to that father.





� Matthew 9:34, “But the Pharisees were saying, "He casts out the demons by the ruler of the demons."  Matthew 12:24, “But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, "This man casts out demons only by Beelzebul the ruler of the demons."
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