John 12:27-50
The words of John 12:1-26 and those below all take place in or near Jerusalem.  In John 12:23 it was recorded that Jesus said, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.”  After chapters in which it was not yet the day or the hour, starting with John chapter 2, here in chapter 12 and in John 13:1 we see that Jesus knows and expresses that His hour has come.   

John 12:27-29
"Now My soul has become troubled; and what shall I say, 'Father, save Me from this hour'? But for this purpose I came to this hour.  28 "Father, glorify Your name." Then a voice came out of heaven: "I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again." 29 So the crowd of people who stood by and heard it were saying that it had thundered; others were saying, "An angel has spoken to Him." 
Jesus was also troubled just before He resurrected Lazarus.  In Matthew 26:39-40 we see a parallel message, when Jesus said, "My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will."  What lay ahead for Jesus was an overwhelming agony, which, in His humanity we can understand His reluctance.  Even in His deity, He had never in eternity past, nor would He in eternity future, be alienated from the Father.  But for a few hours, by Friday of that week, the Son would be alienated from the Father.  Even so, there would be a special love between the Father and the Son because the Son would lay down His life:
John 10:17

“For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again.”

There were three times in Jesus’ ministry that an audible voice came from the Father.  The open and audible approval of Jesus’ person and work happened at His baptism, marking the beginning of His ministry (Matthew 3:17, Mark 1:11, Luke 3:21-22).  lt took place a second time at the what is called the transfiguration (Matthew 17:5, Mark 9:7, Luke 9:35). The third time occurs here in John 12:28, which is near the end of His earthly ministry.  Typical of the Jewish crowds, the people come to various conclusions, and in this case none of those conclusions is the correct one.  Nobody seemed to connect the sound or voice with Jesus just having spoken openly to the Father, mentioning His name twice, and some of the crowd misinterprets the voice as thunder. 
John 12:30-33

Jesus answered and said, "This voice has not come for My sake, but for your sakes.  31 "Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.  32 "And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself."  33 But He was saying this to indicate the kind of death by which He was to die. 
Jesus corrects the wrong interpretation, that this was the thunder, by saying that it was a voice.  But He also corrects the idea that angels were speaking to Him.  The voice was for the benefit of the crowds – for their sakes.  
Jesus, in a few chapters, would offer more insight to the disciples about these things:

John 16:7-11

"But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.  8 "And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment;  9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me;  10 and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me;  11 and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.

Jesus had been speaking about His being ‘lifted up’ for some time (John 3:14, 8:28, 12:32, 34).  Drawing all men does not mean that everyone will be saved, but rather that Jesus’ death would not simply be for the nation and people of Israel, but for all of humanity.  Ultimately His words told of the means by which He would die, which would be on a cross, very soon.    
John 12:34-36

The crowd then answered Him, "We have heard out of the Law that the Christ is to remain forever; and how can You say, 'The Son of Man must be lifted up'? Who is this Son of Man?" 35 So Jesus said to them, "For a little while longer the Light is among you. Walk while you have the Light, so that darkness will not overtake you; he who walks in the darkness does not know where he goes.  36 "While you have the Light, believe in the Light, so that you may become sons of Light."

‘The Law’ was often used as a term for the entire Old Testament (our term, not the Jew’s term).  The Christ, of course, is ‘The Messiah’.  The Jews were speaking of what we call the Second Coming, in which case the Messiah’s death at that point would be unthinkable.  These Jews knew who the Son of Man was (Daniel 7:13), and they would have identified that with the Messiah.  But that the Messiah, the Son of Man would be lifted up to die was beyond their ability to comprehend.  

Jesus responded by shifting to calling Himself ‘the Light’, and focused ultimately upon their need to believe in Him, the Light.  In John 8:12 and 9:5 Jesus had claimed to be ‘the Light of the world’.        
John 12:36-43

These things Jesus spoke, and He went away and hid Himself from them. 37 But though He had performed so many signs before them, yet they were not believing in Him. 38 This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet which he spoke: "Lord, who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?" 39 For this reason they could not believe, for Isaiah said again, 40 "He has blinded their eyes and He hardened their heart, so that they would not see with their eyes and perceive with their heart, and be converted and I heal them." 41 These things Isaiah said because he saw His glory, and he spoke of Him. 42 Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they were not confessing Him, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God.

Jesus hid Himself from the crowd, which He had also done in John 8:59.  

John 12:38, quoting Isaiah 53:1, puts the focus on believing by asking a question.  The ‘arm of the Lord’ is a Hebrew expression meaning ‘the Lord’s power’, so it asks, “To whom has the power of the Lord been revealed?”  Isaiah 6:10 is where John quotes from about blinded eyes and hardened hearts.  Lest we misunderstand, there is an insight to be gained by looking briefly at Exodus chapter 7-14.  As we read through those chapters we discover that God hardened Pharoah’s heart in response to Pharoah having hardened his own heart.  The ‘hardening of hearts’ cycle is initiated by human beings.  

John 12:41, expanded and explained comes across like this:

These things in Isaiah chapter 6 were written by Isaiah because Isaiah saw Christ’s glory, and Isaiah spoke of Him when he wrote:

Isaiah 6:1-7

In the year of King Uzziah's death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple. 2 Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called out to another and said, 

"Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, 

The whole earth is full of His glory." 

4 And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke. 5 Then I said, 

"Woe is me, for I am ruined! 

Because I am a man of unclean lips, 

And I live among a people of unclean lips; 

For my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts." 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal in his hand, which he had taken from the altar with tongs. 7 He touched my mouth with it and said, "Behold, this has touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken away and your sin is forgiven."

Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus were among those members of the Sanhedrin who believed in Jesus (Mark 15:43, Luke 23:50-51, John 19:38-39), but remained silent because the council had already rejected Nicodemus’ attempted defense of Jesus (John 7:50-52), and had ruled that any who believed would lose their synagogue privileges (John 9:22).
John 12:44-50

And Jesus cried out and said, "He who believes in Me, does not believe in Me but in Him who sent Me.  45 "He who sees Me sees the One who sent Me.  46 "I have come as Light into the world, so that everyone who believes in Me will not remain in darkness.  47 "If anyone hears My sayings and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world.  48 "He who rejects Me and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day.  49 "For I did not speak on My own initiative, but the Father Himself who sent Me has given Me a commandment as to what to say and what to speak.  50 "I know that His commandment is eternal life; therefore the things I speak, I speak just as the Father has told Me."

Jesus continually referred to the Father as the One who sent Him, as the One who told Christ what to say and do.  Though Christ is eternal deity and the Son of God, He relies on the Father for everything.  That reliance does not diminish His deity, but shows the ultimate dependence on the Father in His humanity.  We, as Christ’s brethren, are likewise dependent on the Father, and all of our spiritual blessings are credited to Him.
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