John 17:1-26
The words of John chapter 17 were likely spoken on the way to the Garden of Gethsemane.  Though we have specific record of times that Jesus prayed to the Father               in private (Matthew 14:23; Luke 5:16; 6:12, et al), this is the longest and most intimate prayer by Christ that we have on record.  Amazingly, we will find that you and I are included in the intimacy between the Father and the Son. This passage is often called ‘The High Priestly Prayer’, though Christ’s true ministry as our Great High Priest began after He ascended (Hebrews 4:14).  

John 17:1-5
Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, "Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You, 2 even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have given Him, He may give eternal life. 3 This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 4 I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do. 5 Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was." 

Glory is the radiant essence of who God is.  God is eternally glorious by nature.  But what we see in these verses is that glory is personal and it is not static.  The words ‘glorified’ and ‘glorify’ convey glory in action and glory communicated.  What is said here is consistent with God’s eternal purpose: to reveal His glory, to declare His glory, to share His glory, so that He might be glorified.  The glory that Jesus had with the Father existed from before this present world was spoken into existence.  Jesus had taken on humility in coming to earth to be born of a woman.  That was about to be reversed, and Christ’s death on the cross was part of that great reversal.  
"The hour" in verse 1 was the hour or time for Christ’s glorification through death,

resurrection, and ascension (John 2:4; 7:6, 8, 30; 8:20; 12:23, 27-28, 31-32; 13:1, 31).

Christ is given ultimate positional authority, which will be implemented in the future:

Hebrews 2:8

For in subjecting all things to him, He left nothing that is not subject to him. But now we do not yet see all things subjected to him. 

1 Corinthians 15:20-26

But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. 21 For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His coming, 24 then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power. 25 For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy that will be abolished is death.

Jesus defines eternal life: knowing God, and the way to know Him is by believing (John 3:15, 16; 6:47).    

“Give” (in some form) is found thirteen times in this chapter, and in each case the Father is the giver and Christ the Son is the recipient.

John 17:6-12

"I have manifested Your name to the men whom You gave Me out of the world; they were Yours and You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. 7 Now they have come to know that everything You have given Me is from You; 8 for the words which You gave Me I have given to them; and they received them and truly understood that I came forth from You, and they believed that You sent Me. 9 I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the world, but of those whom You have given Me; for they are Yours; 10 and all things that are Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11 I am no longer in the world; and yet  they themselves are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they may be one even as We are.  12 While I was with them, I was keeping them in Your name which You have given Me; and I guarded them and not one of them perished but the son of perdition, so that the Scripture would be fulfilled."  

In this passage Jesus begins praying for eleven of His disciples.  Judas is “the son of perdition” (verse 12).  Jesus tells the Father that His disciples know and believe that the Father sent Christ, and that He was and is the source of all of what Christ does and says.  Jesus prays to the Father about His disciples, who are in the world, but not of it, asking that these disciples be kept in the Father’s name – His name representing all of who the Father is.  Jesus had been keeping the disciples in the Father’s name.  
John 17:13-19

"But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the world so that they may have My joy made full in themselves. 14 I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  15 I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one.  16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  17 Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.  18 As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.  19 For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also may  be sanctified in truth." 

Having been sent into the world, Jesus is soon to leave this world, but the disciples are                 to remain in the world, though neither Jesus nor His disciples are part of this world’s system.  So Jesus prays that His disciples would be protected from Satan, the evil one.  This passage says that the truth, which is the Father’s word, is that which sanctifies (makes holy and sets apart for God’s intended purpose), and Jesus prays for that sanctification for His disciples.  The disciples being sent into the world follows                           the pattern of Jesus having been sent into the world by the Father.      
The Father (John 17:17), the Son (2 Corinthians 3:18; Colossians 3:16), and the Holy Spirit (Hebrews 3:7; 2 Peter 1:21) are all three involved with the character and use of the word of God in the life of the believer.  These disciples and those who were with them were the ones responsible for the authorship of the 27 books of the New Testament.  

John 17:20-24

"I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word;  21 that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me."
Jesus prays for us!  We are among the ones who have believed in Christ through the word of the apostles.  Between this passage and others, we have the teaching that the believer is in the Father, the Son (Romans 6) and the Holy Spirit (Romans 8).  It’s no wonder that our access to the Father is not as it would be of a dreaded sovereign, but of our Abba – Papa!  Though this world system is evil, God loves the people in the world system such that He gave His only Son to die for them, and He wants the people of the world system to believe that Christ was sent from the Father, for the events which would take place in the hours and just a few days ahead of this prayer.
John 17:22-24
"The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one;  23 I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me.  24 Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where   I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world." 

God’s eternal purpose is to reveal His glory, to declare His glory, to share His glory, so that He might be glorified.  Christ is praying about the sharing of His glory regarding the disciples and those who would believe because of them.  We share love and position and glory with the Son and the Father.  The spiritual unity among us and with the Son and the Father is of the Father’s doing.  Jesus expresses desire that believers be with Him forever.

In John 1:5 Jesus spoke of the glory shared between the Father and the Son before the world was, and here Jesus says that the Father loved Him before the foundation of the world.    
John 17:25-26

"O righteous Father, although the world has not known You, yet I have known You; and these have known that You sent Me;  26 and I have made Your name known to them, and will make it known, so that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them."

The world doesn’t know the Father, but Christ the Son does.  The disciples have known that the Father sent Christ the Son.  Jesus revealed the Father to the disciples, to the end that the Father’s love for the Son would be in these disciples.  
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