John 20:1-18

The gospel of John goes directly from the burial of Jesus in chapter 19 to the empty tomb in chapter 20.  When we examine all four of the gospel accounts we find many additional details which are not reported in the gospel of John.  See Appendix I: A Brief Harmony of the Resurrection Accounts for the resurrection in all four gospels (see pages 4 and 5).

John 20:1-2
Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came early to the tomb, while it was still dark, and saw the stone already taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and came to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him." 

In our culture we have names for each day of the week which are based on the names of pagan deities.  The Jews, however, counted their days of the week by number, starting with what we call Sunday as the first day of the week.  Based on Matthew 12:40
, some have held that Christ must have been in the grave for three entire days and three entire nights.  On that basis some have held to a Thursday or even a Wednesday crucifixion. But the Jews counted any part of a day as a whole day, so that from late Friday afternoon to early Sunday morning would be counted by the Jews as three whole days.  A Thursday or Wednesday crucifixion also creates other chronological conflicts with Scripture, the Jewish calendar, and scientific discoveries.

Mary Magdalene
 (meaning that she was from Magdala, on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee) came early to the tomb, even while it was still dark.  At that point she saw the tombstone rolled away, and ran to tell Peter and John, who in John 19:26; 20:2; 21:7, 20, is called “the disciple whom Jesus loved” and in John 18:16; 20:2, 3, 4 and 8 is called “the other disciple”.  As Mary Magdalene reported about the empty tomb, she  referred to ‘they’, assuming some group of people had rolled the stone away and had taken Jesus’ body somewhere else.  Who did Mary think had moved the body?  She didn’t say.  Mary the mother of James, and Salome had also gone to the tomb with Mary Magdalene, as told in Matthew 28:1 and Mark 16:1, so Mary Magdalene reported to Peter and John, “…we do not know where they have laid Him.”  But there was nothing in her words that indicated that she had any expectation of Christ’s resurrection.                    
John 20:3-10

So Peter and the other disciple went forth, and they were going to the tomb. 4 The two were running together; and the other disciple ran ahead faster than Peter and came to the tomb first; 5 and stooping and looking in, he saw the linen wrappings lying there; but he did not go in. 6 And so Simon Peter also came, following him, and entered the tomb; and he saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the face-cloth which had been on His head, not lying with the linen wrappings, but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 So the other disciple who had first come to the tomb then also entered, and he saw and believed. 9 For as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead. 10 So the disciples went away again to their own homes. 

Peter and John ran towards the tomb, but John ran faster.  John stopped at the entrance to the tomb, seeing the linen wrappings.  Peter then came and entered the tomb, also seeing the linen wrappings, and the face cloth rolled up separately from the wrappings.  Then John, too, entered and saw these things and John wrote that he believed.  So these two disciples went away again to their own homes, which was probably referring to the houses they were staying at as guests.    
John 20:11-13

But Mary was standing outside the tomb weeping; and so, as she wept, she stooped and looked into the tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had been lying. 13 And they said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him." 
As Mary Magdalene looked into the tomb, she saw two angels, but apparently didn’t know that they were angels.  The angels must not have immediately appeared as angels, but rather as men (Genesis 18; Hebrews 13:2).  When the angels ask her why she is weeping, she responds as before, still thinking that some unknown group of men have relocated the body of Jesus.  Previously Mary had said ‘the Lord’, and “we do not know” but here she says, ‘my Lord’ and “I do not know”.
John 20:14-15

When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?" Supposing Him to be the gardener, she said to Him, "Sir, if you have carried Him away, tell me where you have laid Him, and I will take Him away." 
Mary not only didn’t recognize the angels, but she didn’t recognize Jesus either.  Jesus asks, as did the angels, why Mary was weeping, but also whom she was seeking.  She assumed that Jesus was actually the gardener.  Wealthy people such as Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus would pay to have a gardener maintain the grounds around their family tomb.  Mary’s question, “Sir, if you have carried Him away…” is written                in the Greek text in the form, “If, and it is assumed to be true…”.  She assumed that the ‘gardener’ had indeed carried Jesus’ body away.    

John 20:16-18

Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to Him in Hebrew, "Rabboni!" (which means, Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, "Stop clinging to Me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, 'I ascend to My Father and your Father, and My God and your God.'"  18 Mary Magdalene came, announcing to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord," and that He had said these things to her.
But when Jesus said Mary’s name Mary turned to Him and called Him ‘Teacher’ in Hebrew (actually, the Hebrew form of Aramaic).  Jesus told Mary to stop clinging to Him for at least three reasons:
1) Jesus was destined to go to the Father – to ascend.  There can be no attempt to delay that event nor prevent it.

2) Jesus’ body was now different.  It was at this time a body which could walk and be observed, as Jesus was to invite Thomas to do, but it was a body which could also walk through walls and not be recognized at first.

The Son had condescended to become man, born of Mary, and voluntarily entering time.  But Jesus’ new body was a glorified body, fit for the heavenlies, and fit for eternity.

3) Mary had a different relationship to Jesus than before, just as Jesus’ relationship to the Father had become distinct:

'I ascend to My Father and your Father, and My God and your God.' (verse 17).
There are at least a couple of reasons why Jesus first revealing Himself to Mary Magdalene, a woman, was astounding, in view of the Jewish culture of the day:

1) Mary called Jesus ‘Teacher’, as did Martha just a week before (John 11:28), yet the Jewish traditions of the day did not allow rabbis to teach women.  But as we know well, Jesus had no particular regard for the Jewish traditions when those traditions were in conflict with Scripture.
2) Women were not considered reliable witnesses in the Jewish culture, to the point that their testimony was not allowed in criminal cases (Deuteronomy 17:6).  Yet Jesus chose to reveal Himself in His resurrected body first to a woman, so that she would be the first one to testify of His resurrection.   

Appendix I: A Brief Harmony of the Resurrection Accounts

Here is a possible harmony of the narratives of the resurrection of Christ and His                        post-resurrection appearances, in chronological order
:

Jesus is buried, as several women watch (Matthew 27:57-61; Mark 15:42-47; Luke 23:50-56; John 19:38-42).

The tomb is sealed and a guard is set (Matthew 27:62-66).

At least 3 women, including Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, prepare spices to go to the tomb (Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:1).

An angel descends from heaven, rolls the stone away, and sits on it. There is an earthquake, and the guards are initially in shock (Matthew 28:2-4).

The women arrive at the tomb and find it empty. Mary Magdalene leaves the other women there and runs to tell the disciples (John 20:1-2).

The women still at the tomb see two angels who tell them that Jesus is risen and who instruct them to tell the disciples to go to Galilee (Matthew 28:5-7; Mark 16:2-8; Luke 24:1-8).

The women leave to bring the news to the disciples (Matthew 28:8).

The guards report the empty tomb to the chief priests, who bribe the guards to say the body was stolen (Matthew 28:11-15).

Mary the mother of James and the other women, on their way to find the disciples, see Jesus (Matthew 28:9-10). 

The women relate what they have seen and heard to the disciples (Luke 24:9-11).

Peter and John run to the tomb, see that it is empty, and find the grave clothes (Luke 24:12; John 20:2-10).

Mary Magdalene returns to the tomb. She sees the angels, and then she sees Jesus (John 20:11-18).

Later the same day, Jesus appears to Peter (Luke 24:34; 1 Corinthians 15:5).


Still on the same day, Jesus appears to Cleopas and another disciple on their way to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-32).

That evening, the two disciples report the event to the Eleven in Jerusalem (Luke 24:32-35).

Jesus appears to ten disciples—Thomas is missing (Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-25).

Jesus appears to all eleven disciples—Thomas included (John 20:26-31).

Jesus appears to seven disciples by the Sea of Galilee (John 21:1-25).

Jesus appears to about 500 disciples in Galilee (1 Corinthians 15:6).

Jesus appears to His half-brother James (1 Corinthians 15:7).

Jesus commissions His disciples (Matthew 28:16-20).

Jesus teaches His disciples the Scriptures and promises to send the Holy Spirit (Luke 24:44-49; Acts 1:4-5).

Jesus ascends into heaven (Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:6-12).

Recommended Resource: The Case for the Resurrection of Jesus by Gary Habermas.
_______________________________________________________________________


Appendix II: A Defense of the Resurrection Accounts

For additional apologetic resources on the resurrection of Christ see the audio and printed material from the Apologetics Elective from 2005, listed on the website for Holly Hills Bible Church:
05 History: How do we know what we know?

10 The Bible: Just a collection of myths? Part I

11 The Bible: Just a collection of myths? Part II

12 The resurrection of Christ Part I

13 The resurrection of Christ Part II

For Internet access to these lessons, go to:

www.hollyhillsbiblechurch.org
Click on ‘Messages & Audio’

Click on the ‘Archived Series’ tab

Select the desired MP3 or the Handout

Copies of the handouts can also be gotten through Sue Anderson or Nancy Peterman.
� Matthew 12:38-40, “Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to Him, "Teacher,               we want to see a sign from You." 39 But He answered and said to them, "An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet; 40 for just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.”


� Mary Magdalene has sometimes been presented as Jesus’ wife and/or as a former prostitute.  These false ideas developed as mythology in the centuries after the New Testament era, and have no basis in the text of the New Testament or in any other valid historical record.


� Excerpted and adapted from GotQuestions.org, CEO, S. Michael Houdmann.  Complete article at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.gotquestions.org/resurrection-accounts.html" \l "ixzz2gURObuNf" �http://www.gotquestions.org/resurrection-accounts.html#ixzz2gURObuNf�
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