Christ, His Ascension & Seating
Matthew and John do not have direct accounts of Christ’s ascension and seating, although shortly we’ll examine some prophetic quotes in the gospels and in the rest of the New Testament.  The gospel of Mark has a very succinct summary of Christ’s ascension and seating:    
Mark 16:19

So then, when the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God.
That Christ was received up into heaven is His ascension, and having sat down at the right hand of God is His seating.  Dr. Luke elaborates on the ascension in a more brief account at the end of the gospel of Luke, and a more detailed account in the first chapter of Acts.
Luke 24:44-53

Now He said to them, "These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled."  45 Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and He said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and rise again from the dead the third day, 47 and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  48 You are witnesses of these things.  49 And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high."  

50 And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed them. 51 While He was blessing them, He parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they, after worshiping Him, returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were continually in the temple praising God.
The fulfillment of what we call the ‘Old Testament’ prophecies, given as the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms in Luke 24:44, was also brought up when Jesus spoke to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, recorded earlier in the same chapter:
Luke 24:25-27

And He said to them, "O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!  26 Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?"  27 Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.
All four gospels and the book of Acts repeatedly bring up fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies regarding Christ’s first coming.  Jesus, opening their minds to understand the Scriptures, pointed out that the Old Testament Scriptures had already prophesied that Jesus would suffer death, and rise on the third day.  He also told them that repentance for forgiveness of sins
 would be proclaimed by the disciples (turned apostles) as witnesses, beginning from Jerusalem, then unto all of the nations (implying ‘Gentiles’).  Then He told them that the Holy Spirit (the promise of the Father) would come upon them, but that they should wait in Jerusalem until then.      
Acts 1:1-12
The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach,                    2 until the day when He was taken up to heaven, after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom He had chosen. 3 To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God. 4 Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, "Which," He said, "you heard of from Me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." 

6 So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, "Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?" 7 He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; 8 but you  will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth."  

9 And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them. 11 They also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven." 

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away.
In the first chapter of Acts we see in verse 2 a brief reference to Christ’s ascension.  In verses 4 and 5 we see again that Jesus told the disciples not to leave Jerusalem until the promised Holy Spirit has been given.  

Verse 6 reflects the expectation that was previously surfaced by the disciples on the road to Emmaus in Luke 24:21, "But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel."  This was based on the belief that Jesus was the Messiah.  If Israel and been rejected, or if it was no longer God’s plan to restore the kingdom to Israel – ever – this would have been the time for Jesus to say so.  But Jesus’ response was not to deny their hope of the Messiah and the kingdom for Israel, but to tell them that the Father determines the times [Greek: plural chronos] and epochs [Greek: plural kairos]
 for that restoration to take place.  Instead, these would receive power when the Holy Spirit came upon them, which is recorded in Acts chapter 2, at the founding and establishment of the church.              
The words from Luke 24:47, 48 were, “…repentance for forgiveness of sins would               be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  48 You are witnesses of these things.”  In Acts 1:8 these words are expanded to, “…and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth”.  

In verse 9 Jesus ascends from the eleven disciples, a cloud receiving Him out of their sight.  As they were looking upward, two men, taken to be angels, tell the disciples that Jesus would return in the same way that He had left:

· with the clouds (Daniel 7:13; Matthew 24:30; 26:64; Acts 1:9; Revelation 1:7)

· to take a throne (Luke 1:32; Hebrews 12:2)

· from and to the Mount of Olives (Zechariah 14:4; Acts 1:12)

The seating of Christ in the heavenlies at the right hand of the Father is not a matter of human witness and testimony, of course, but that is taught from the Old Testament into the New Testament.  The key Old Testament passage on this theme is: 

Psalm 110:1

The Lord says to my Lord: "Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet."
In the New Testament, Psalm 110:1 is the most quoted and referenced Old Testament passage:

· Psalm 110:1 is quoted in whole or in part in Matthew 22:4; Luke 20:42; Acts 2:34; Hebrews 1:13 and 10:12, 13.  

· Psalm 110:1 is rephrased in Matthew 26:64; Mark 14:62; Luke 22:69; Acts 2:33; 5:31; Romans 8:34; Ephesians 1:20; Colossians 3:1; Hebrews 8:1; 12:2 and 1 Peter 3:22. 
The words, “…until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet." in Psalm 110:1 anticipate the time that Christ will return with us at His second coming to reign for 1000 years on David’s throne.  Christ will be the King of Israel and the King of kings and Lord of lords over the Gentile nations (Revelation chapters 19 and 20). 
� This and all quotes are from the New American Standard Updated (NASU), unless stated otherwise.


� The Gospels and Acts say that forgiveness of sins comes by repentance in some places (Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3; 24:47; Acts 5:31) and believing in others (John 8:24; Acts 10:43).  The resolution of these two terms is that repentance (Greek: metanoia) means to change one’s mind, so the change of mind is from unbelieving to believing.  Repentance is not an additional requirement added to believing, but believing is the direction towards which a person is to change his mind.     


� Daniel 2:21, in the Greek Old Testament, and 1 Thessalonians 5:1 use the same Greek words together.  In Daniel 2:21 the words are in reverse order.
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