Every believer is a gift from God the Father to Christ  

John 10:22-31 (NASU)

At that time the Feast of the Dedication1 took place at Jerusalem; 23 it was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple in the portico of Solomon2. 24 The Jews then gathered around Him, and were saying to Him, "How long will You keep us in suspense? If You are the Christ3, tell us plainly." 

25 Jesus answered them, " I told you, and you do not believe; the works that I do in My Father's name4, these testify of Me.  26 "But you do not believe because you are not of My sheep.  27 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28 and I give eternal life to them5, and they will never perish6; and no one will snatch them out of My hand7.  29 "My Father, who has given them to Me8, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand.  30 "I and the Father are one."  

31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone Him.

1) The Feast of Dedication, also known as the Festival of Lights, or in our day, Hanukah, celebrated the rededication of the temple after the violation of the temple by Antiochus IV Epiphanes in 165 BC.

2) The portico of Solomon was the covered colonnade on the east side of the temple plaza, right next to the Eastern (or Golden) gate which opens up to the Mount of Olives..

3) The Jews who were gathered around Christ wanted Him to openly declare Himself to be ‘the Christ’ (the Messiah = the Anointed One).  Verses 25-29 is Christ’s answer to their request.

4) The words “in my Father’s name” are not about a label, a set of letters, or a sound attached to the Father.  They are about the Father’s person and assignment of authority.

5) The present tense in the Greek carries the idea, “I am constantly giving them life eternal”.  ‘Eternal life’ is not so much about the time factor (as in ‘forever’) as much as it is about knowing Christ, who lives in the eternal present (I AM).

6) The word ‘never’ is translated from two Greek words that each mean ‘no’, but when used together convey “not in the slightest chance’ or ‘not even remotely possible’.  The Greek word translated ‘perish’ is the same word used in Matthew 10:28 for going to hell.  It is in the middle voice, which means that they shall never perish of their own doing.  So Jesus said, “there is not the lightest chance that my sheep will lose their salvation of their own doing’.   

7) The word for ‘snatch’ means to take by violent force. 

8) Here’s the key phrase: Jesus said His Father has given these ‘sheep’ to Him.  We’ll see in John 17 that this ‘giving’ is not just viewed as a material transaction.  God the Father giving us to Christ does not take us out of the Father’s possession – we belong to both.

John 17:1-20 (NASU)

Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, "Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You,  2 even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have given Him1, He may give eternal life.  3 "This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.  4 " I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do.  5 "Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.  

6 "I have manifested Your name to the men whom You gave Me2 out of the world; they were Yours and You gave them to Me3, and they have kept Your word.  7 "Now they have come to know that everything You have given Me is from You;  8 for the words which You gave Me I have given to them; and they received them and truly understood that I came forth from You, and they believed that You sent Me.  9 "I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the world, but of those whom You have given Me; for they are Yours4;  10 and all things that are Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine; and I have been glorified in them.  11 "I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they may be one even as We are.  12 "While I was with them, I was keeping them in Your name which You have given Me; and I guarded them and not one of them perished but the son of perdition, so that the Scripture would be fulfilled.  

13 "But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the world so that they may have My joy made full in themselves.  14 "I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  15 "I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one.  16 "They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  17 "Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.  18 "As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.  19 "For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth.  

20 "I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word5; 21 that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.

1) “to all whom you have given Me” refers to all believers.

2) “the men whom You have given Me” refers to the disciples, less Judas (verse12).

3) “they were Yours and You gave them to Me” refers to the disciples, less Judas.

4) “those whom You have given Me; for they are Yours” refers to the disciples, less Judas.

5) Verse 20 switches back to referring to all believers, which includes us!
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