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Adoption as Sons
huilthesia = son + position

Now we’re talking about who you are in Christ!

Adoption under Roman Law - What was it?
The word Paul uses here was a process put in place under Roman law in order to ensure that Caesar would have an heir.  In order for the adoption to be completed it had to be voted on by the Roman Senate and witnessed by 7 people. Augustus Caesar and Tiberius Caesar gained access to throne by means of this process.  The process was also used by Roman citizens to ensure they would have an heir to their estates.
	What was true of this adoption under Roman Law.
	How it compares to our adoption into the family of God.

	The adopted son lost all rights in his old family and gained more rights than a fully legitimate son in his new family.
	When we come to Christ we cut our ties with worldly ways and we gain access to the family of God under a system of grace rather than Law as the Nation of Israel was before us.

	He became an heir to his new father’s estate, even if other sons were born afterwards.
	There is nothing and no one that can take away or change our position as co-heirs with Christ.

	The old life of the adopted son was completely wiped out, so that the adopted son was regarded as a new person entering into a new life.  Any and all debts were forgiven.  Any and all criminal records were forgotten. 
	Our old self is wiped out and made new in Christ.  All of our debts and transgressions are placed on Christ His righteousness is placed upon us.  We are completely forgiven. 

	The adopted son was literally and absolutely the son of his new father.
	We are literally and absolutely a son/daughter of God and there is nothing that can change that position. 


All grown up- Grown up from what?
Paul uses the word for this Roman system of adoption for good reason- it conveys and compares well to our adoption into God’s family.  Another aspect of this adoption to compare is that this adoption is not like adoption in our culture.  In our culture adoption is most often of a baby or child, but in this Roman system it was of an adult.  This is compared adequately by Chafer-


All childhood and adolescent years, which are normal in human


experience, are excluded in spiritual sonship and the newly born believer is 
at once in possession of freedom from tutors and governors -who 
symbolize the law principle- and is responsible to live the full-orbed 
spiritual life of an adult son in the Father’s household.  No period of 
irresponsible childhood is recognized...There should be no 
misunderstanding respecting the “babe in Christ” mentioned in 1 
Corinthians 3:1, who is a babe because of carnality and not because of 
immaturity of years in the Christian life.
The comparison deepens when we consider the following verses:  

Rom 8:15
For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!"

Gal 4:5-6
so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"

In both of these verses Paul is stressing not to place ourselves under law. He also emphasizes the intimacy we have with God as His children.  To place ourselves under law is like placing ourselves back into a childlike state under which we need a tutor.  We shouldn’t seek a childlike spiritually that law renders, rather we should seek an understanding of the intimate adult relationship that God offers us so that we can live out our position, which is in Christ.
Divine Adoption- What makes it different?

So far we’ve compared the Roman adoption to that of our own with God- here’s some contrast.


In human experience legitimate birth and adoption never combine in the 
same 
person. There is no occasion for a father to adopt his own child.  In 
the realm of divine adoption, every child born of God is adopted at the 
moment he is born.  He is placed before God as a mature, responsible 
son.  Thus adoption becomes one of the important divine undertakings in 
the salvation of men and is a position of great importance.









-Chafer
We are born again as spiritual adults in the sense we are not under a tutor and adopted all at the same time.  Sounds like a busy day!  Further we are placed in this intimate relationship with God the Father through the death of Christ on the cross and receiving the Spirit. Because of our relationship we are able to cry out Abba! Father!  which is similar to daddy! daddy! or papa! papa!  In Gethsemane Christ uses this phrase:

Mar 14:36
And He was saying, "Abba! Father! All things are possible for You; remove this cup from Me; yet not what I will, but what You will."

This is yet a further demonstration of amazing our relationship with the Father in our position as co-heirs with Christ, positioned in Christ with Christ living in us.
Other uses of adoption as sons- What is their importance?
Rom 8:23
And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for {our} adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.

The redemption of our bodies is part of the adoption process, it’s just yet to happen.

Rom 9:4
who are Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons, and the glory and the covenants and the giving of the Law and the {temple} service and the promises,

The Adoption –divine and national 

The only nation declared to be a son -Ex 4:22, Hosea 11:1 

Other verses reflecting this special relationship Deut 7:6, Isaiah 66:22, 

Amos 3:2, Jer31:9 
Eph 1:5
He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,

Predestinate, proorizō – to predetermine, decide beforehand

eudokia- translated kind intention. It is literally to think good. It has an idea of delight.

Final Thoughts- What does it mean to me?

As believers we don’t study the Word and who we are in Christ so we have lot of facts.  We study because it deepens our fellowship with our Papa.  Our relationship to God the Father is as a son, as an heir with Christ, an it is eternally positioned in Christ.  Our Fellowship is moment by moment day by day personal enjoyment of that eternal position in intimacy with God.
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