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DELIVERED FROM THE POWER OF DARKNESS
Col 1:13a  

For He rescued us from the domain of darkness
*rescued (KJV: delivered): rhuomai

*domain (KJV: power) exousia

*The word exousia has the root meaning of freedom to act.  In context, it means that as unbelievers, the god of this world had the freedom to act, but we did not (tyranny).

*Unbelievers are entirely subject to the sin nature - they have no freedom to act from any other source than the sin nature.

*Those who are entirely subject to the sin nature are also entirely under the domain of 

darkness.

What are some of the characteristics of the power of darkness?

When were we delivered from the power of darkness? 

Galatians 2:20a

I have been crucified with Christ;

Galatians 6:14

But may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.
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Who were you?
Eph 2:1-2

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.

2 Cor 4:3-4

And even [image: image1]if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,

in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
Who are you?
Acts 26:18

to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.
Eph 6:10-12

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.  Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual {forces} of wickedness in the heavenly {places.}
The Contrast
1 John 5:19

We know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies in {the power of} the evil one.
The Purpose
1 Peter 2:9

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood*, a holy nation, a people of God's own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.
Col 1:28-29

We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ

For this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me.
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